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Mr. Chairman, 
 

Let me begin by thanking the Secretary General for his various reports on the 
agenda items 'Elimination of racism and racial discrimination' and 'Right of peoples to 
self-determination' and also thank all the speakers for their useful and valuable 
presentations. My delegation broadly associates itself with statement made by the Chair 



of the G-77.   
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 

India, the land of “ahimsa” or non-violence, has and will always be fully 
committed toward the indispensible goal of elimination of racism and the right of 
peoples to self-determination. Our fight to end racism stems from the significant 
contribution of our great leaders more than a century ago when our venerable monk 
Swami Vivekananda spoke about the concept of universal brotherhood. Mahatma 
Gandhi‟s tireless struggle against the abhorrent crime of racism, racial discrimination, 
xenophobia and other related intolerances is historic, significant and memorable.  

 
It was, therefore innate and instinctive that at independence, adequate 

safeguards were built into the Indian Constitution and the Indian Penal Code against 
racism. Our commitment is inherent in Article 14 and 15 of our Constitution, which 
enshrines the principle of equality and expressly prohibits discrimination on the grounds 
of race.  

 
These Constitutional and legal provisions are effectively and vigorously 

implemented by various instruments of governance in India and are further buttressed 
by the energetic and committed civil society and a vocal media that provides necessary 
vigil as well as support for elimination of all forms of discrimination.  
  
Mr Chairman,  

 
Though the era of colonialism and imperialism is now well behind us, it is 

unfortunate that even today people‟s attitudes and their very deeply imbibed beliefs 
fuel racial hatred and discrimination. As we work towards a world free of the racial 
prejudices of the past. The recrudescence of racism and xenophobia in different parts 
of the world has been a disturbing phenomenon. The world today continues to see real 
and tenacious manifestations of racial discrimination, despite the fact that none want to 
be seen as racist themselves.  
 
Mr Chairman,  
 

We would also like to caution against the improbable linkage of racial 
discrimination with some of the other forms of discriminations or intolerance. We would 
in particular like to emphasize on the improper association of religious intolerance with 
racial discrimination. The discourse on the so-called „multiple discrimination‟ should not 
be allowed to dilute the commitment and determination necessary to combat racial 
discrimination and related intolerance. 

 
We have to continue our fight, not just in the United Nations, but also in our own 

countries by promulgating stringent national laws, strict implementation and most 



importantly, ensure that attitudinal behaviour of people are changed. The mindful 
nurturing of multi-cultural, democratic and pluralistic traditions; inculcation of tolerance 
and respect for diversity; and implementation of appropriate educational and legislative 
strategies would perhaps provide the surest guarantee against racial prejudice, 
discrimination and xenophobia. 
  

We would like to reiterate our firm commitment to the implementation of the 
International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination 
(ICERD) and Durban Declaration and Programme of Action and seek to create more 
effective measures to enhance its effective implementation.   
 
Mr. Chairman, 
  

Self-determination has long been recognized as the right of peoples of non-self 
governing colonies and trust territories to independence and self-government. India‟s 
ongoing efforts to secure the right of peoples to self-determination is momentous and 
India has played a vital role in the struggle for decolonization, in order to ensure that 
people who live under subjugation, domination and exploitation, are afforded the right 
to freely determine their own political status and pursue their economic, social and 
cultural development.   
   
Mr. Chairman 

 
India‟s support to Palestine has always been unwavering and we will continue to 

extend solidarity to its people. India believes that the solution to the Palestine issue 
should be based on the relevant UN Resolutions, the Arab Peace Plan and the Quartet 
Roadmap resulting in a sovereign, independent, viable and united State of Palestine 
living within secure and recognized borders, side by side at peace with Israel.   
 
Mr. Chairman, 

 
I would like to remind the distinguished representative of Pakistan, who made 

innumerable references to the Indian State of Jammu and Kashmir in his statement, 
that the State of Jammu and Kashmir is an integral part of the Union of India where 
free and fair elections have been time and again. India, Mr Chairman, is an open, 
inclusive and democratic polity with a vibrant public and media discourse and adequate 
mechanisms to redress issues concerning our people. I would urge the delegation of 
Pakistan to refrain from using this forum to detract from the inalienable rights of the 
Palestinian people to self-determination.  
 
Mr. Chairman 

 
With freedom, comes responsibility. The right to self-determination cannot be 

abused to encourage secession and undermine pluralistic and democratic states. 



Moreover, there is no room for self-determination to be distorted and misinterpreted as 
a right of a group, on the basis of ethnicity, religion or racial criteria, or any other such 
categorization, and use it to attempt to undermine the sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of state. Ethnic or religious segregation cannot be legitimised on the ground 
that societies need to be constituted on homogenous lines before they can be tolerant 
towards diversity and accept multi-culturalism. Such a view will only aid forces of 
extreme nationalism. Lastly, the international community and the world at large must 
work toward the total and complete elimination of racism, as lukewarm acceptance is 
more bewildering than outright rejection.  
 
Thank you, Mr Chairman. 
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