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Mr. President,  
 
 The magnitude, geographical expanse and frequency of humanitarian crises around the 
world requiring international assistance is becoming, in many ways, unparalleled. Millions of 
people are on the move, forced by their circumstance, pushed by diverse reasons. Their 
impacts are being felt far and wide.  
 
2. The international humanitarian response in many cases is falling significantly short of 
the challenges posed.  
 
3. We must reflect on ways to ways to address the challenges in terms of mobilisation of 
resources required for emergency assistance and also the more longer term strengthening of 
resilience in individual countries to plan for and manage the crises when they arise.  
 
Mr. President, 
 
4. The humanitarian crises can erupt, often unexpected, and persist across the world. 
Natural disasters - earthquakes, floods, droughts; armed conflict that are increasingly 
situations of civil wars, often associated with large scale terrorism; and outbreaks of 
pandemics are some of the causes leading to such crises where urgent relief is required for 
persons rendered homeless, vulnerable and forced to move from their homes.  
 
5. The latest Report of the UN Secretary General on the 'Strengthening of the 
Coordination of emergency humanitarian assistance of the United Nations' speaks in detail 
about the current trends in such humanitarian crises in various parts of the world including the 
Middle East and Africa, and the international response thereto.      



 
6. The landmark collective will displayed last year in finalising the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development and the Paris Agreement gives some hope that the international 
community can rise to the challenges that are increasingly inter-connected and have 
implications for us all.  
 
7. The 2015 Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction for the next fifteen years is a 
significant collective effort to work towards goals to reduce the impact on societies and 
economies and building resilience through enhanced international cooperation.   
 
8. The World Humanitarian Summit held a month back, was another important initiative.  
 
9. The UNISDR, UNOCHA and the UNHCR, alongwith many other stakeholders have been 
doing commendable work in addressing the humanitarian needs in various contexts.  
 
Mr. President,  
 
10. India has attached great importance to building our national and local capacities to plan 
for and manage disaster situations. The Government has, earlier this month, adopted a 
National Disaster Management Plan that seeks to strengthen ways to prevent, mitigate and 
manage disaster situations.  
 
11. The plan, incorporates the priorities enunciated in the Sendai Framework. It aims to 
strengthen disaster risk governance and lays down six thematic areas: mainstream and 
integrated disaster risk reduction, capacity development, promoting a participatory approach, 
working with elected representatives; grievance redress mechanism and promoting quality 
standards, certification and awards for disaster risk management. The Plan will further 
strengthen the institutional capacities at the central and state levels within the country and 
enhance coordination among various agencies.  
 
12. India has always been forthcoming in offering relief and reconstruction assistance as 
per the needs and requests of our friends and partners. In recent years India has assisted in 
relief efforts in a number of countries including for instance our neighbours Nepal, Sri Lanka, 
Maldives, and Afghanistan; and those further afield such as Philippines, Fiji, Yemen and 
Somalia. These efforts have ranged from immediate supply of relief materials to emergency 
evacuation of very large numbers of persons of various nationalities from danger zones.  
 
13. Later this year in November, India, alongwith the UNISDR, will co-host the Asian 
Ministerial Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction in New Delhi. This will be the first such 
follow up conference to the Sendai Conference of last year.  
 
 
 
 



Mr. President,  
 
14. Any humanitarian crisis involves both short term and longer term aspects to it. Our 
efforts must focus on all such aspects including risk reduction, improving response measures 
and sustainable recovery efforts to achieve success.  
 
15. While adequate funding for emergency response remains a significant challenge, 
emphasis on longer term planning to help build resilience in countries, where needed, is also 
necessary. Many of the armed conflict situations are chronic where insufficient attention has 
been given, including by the Security Council, to facilitate politics in resolving the conflicts.  
 
Mr. President,  
 
16. Several issues of concern reflected in the UNSG's report including those relating to 
access for and protection of humanitarian workers and the more vulnerable sections of society 
including women and children require serious attention.  
 
17. Respect for national priorities and concerns must remain paramount while planning and 
implementing humanitarian assistance activities. The efforts must be to complement the 
national efforts and help them build capacities to meet with the crises themselves over longer 
term. 
 
Mr. President,  
  
18. In recent times, we are witnessing attempts at a certain blurring of categories of those 
impacted by crises such as the refugees, migrants and the internally displaced persons. All 
these are distinct categories in the causation of their leaving their homes. The international 
frameworks drawn up by the international community are also distinct for different categories, 
especially the refugees and migrants, which require international cooperation in view of the 
implications of their cross-border mobility. The IDPs are, and must remain the priorities of the 
national jurisdiction.  
 
19. Another issue of some contention appears to be the so-called humanitarian vs 
development divide, especially in the context of resource allocation as international assistance. 
We must recognise that the humanitarian crises become acute and unmanageable where the 
development levels are relatively lower with limited capacities to respond, manage and 
rebuild. Improving development levels invariably leads to situations where individual countries 
are able to manage the crises better themselves. Therefore, it is in everyone's interest, 
including the providers of assistance whether for development or for humanitarian relief, to 
retain focus on financing for development for more effective and sustainable efforts.    
 
 
 
 



Mr. President,  
 
20. India remains committed to working with our partners to address the various 
humanitarian challenges in an effective and comprehensive  manner. 
 
Thank you.  
 
____________ 
 
 
 
  


