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Madam President, 
 
Let me begin by extending a warm welcome to the new Executive Director of the UNFPA, 
H.E. Dr. Babatunde Osotimehin. He brings with him a wealth of diverse experience in issues 
that engage the UNFPA, both from a national and international perspective.  
 
My delegation thanks Executive Director Dr. Osotimehin for the detailed opening statement 
through which he shared his vision for the work of the UNFPA. We wish to assure him that 
he can count on the full support and active cooperation of India as he discharges his new 
responsibilities. 
 
Madam President, 
 
We note with appreciation the emphasis Executive Director Dr. Osotimehin has laid on the 
ICPD Programme of Action. This resonates well with us. We have nationally embraced a 
progressive and ambitious policy and programme framework for attaining the goals set out 
in the Programme of Action.  
 
Recognizing the significant challenges we face in the area of women's and children's health, 
the Government of India launched the flagship National Rural Health Mission (NHRM) in 
2005 to provide health care in rural areas which is accessible, affordable, accountable, 
effective and reliable.  
 
The success we have achieved in the working of this important national endeavour has 
encouraged us to aim higher. Under the rubric of NHRM, we have recently set in motion 
new initiatives to accelerate progress such as Name Based Tracking of Pregnant Women, 
Maternal Death Review, Adolescent Reproductive and Sexual Health, Differential Planning, 
and Annual Health Survey. Our JANANI SURAKSHA YOJANA, a dedicated safe motherhood 
programme, has so far benefited 28 million women. 
 
India has also recorded notable progress in combating HIV/AIDS, Malaria and other 
diseases. The HIV epidemic has plateaued in India and we have now reached a prevalence 
rate of 0.34 %. 
 



Our national approach flows from the imperative of integrating population issues into the 
national development strategies. We recognize that the health of a nation is an essential 
component of development and vital to economic growth and internal stability.  
 
Madam President, 
 
My delegation appreciates the UNFPA’s work and advocacy in partnering programme 
countries to provide policy and technical assistance for development interventions, aligned 
with national priorities and based on national ownership.  
 
India further encourages UNFPA to strengthen efforts to facilitate the transfer and sharing 
of knowledge and best practices between developing countries by capitalizing on the rich 
repository of successful experiences that exist in many countries of the South. 
 
In India, we value UNFPA’s consistent support to our national programmes, particularly in 
terms of technical support and introduction to global best practices. 
We are presently in the fourth year of implementation of UNFPA’s 7th Country Programme 
Action Plan. The Country Programme Action Plan reinforces support to India’s 11th Five-
year plan that has a special focus on the health of marginalized groups like adolescent girls, 
women, children below the age of three, older persons, disabled, and tribal groups. Gender 
constitutes the cross-cutting theme across all schemes in the Plan.  
 
Madam President, 
 
Before I conclude, let me also say that my delegation sees exciting potential for 
collaboration between the UNFPA and the newly created UN WOMEN. The many points of 
intersection between the work of UNFPA and UN WOMEN should hopefully provide for 
more effective interventions to ameliorate the situation of women worldwide, particularly 
as they relate to maternal health, gender-based violence, and sexual and reproductive 
rights. India looks forward to seeing the two entities work together in tandem for achieving 
the laudable goals that they share in common.  
 
I thank you, Madam President. 
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