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Mr. President, 
 
We take note of the Report of the Secretary General on Accelerating the AIDS 
response: achieving the targets of 2011 Political Declaration as contained in 
document A/67/822 of 3 April 2013.  At the outset, we would like to express our 
support for the draft decision submitted by the Hon’ble President of the General 
Assembly, dated 29 May 2013.  
 
Mr. President, 
 
It is heartening to note that the international cooperative effort to respond to the 
challenge posed by the spread of AIDS has achieved significant success.  As the 
Report of the Secretary General points out, this has been due in equal measure to 
extraordinary scientific breakthroughs, concerted global action, and bold progress 
by individual countries.  The special role of antiretroviral treatment in achieving 
the objectives of prevention of AIDS cannot be understated.  
  
Mr. President, 
 
In India, in terms of prevalence, adult HIV rate is close to 0.3 per cent.  However, 
in absolute terms, our HIV positive population is around 3 million.  The primary 
objective of our national programme to combat HIV/AIDS is to halt and reverse the 
spread of HIV/AIDS epidemic by 2015.   
 
The main features of our National AIDS Programme are to scale up efforts of 
targeted interventions for high risk groups, strategizing comprehensive 
information, education and communication packages for specific segments and 
scaling up of the service delivery component. 
 
We recognize that the fight against HIV and AIDS have socio-economic and 
development dimensions, in addition to the public health aspect.  Our endeavor is 
to fully mainstream HIV/AIDS prevention, care and treatment in all our schemes 
and activities.  We have involved the corporate sector, NGOs and other 
stakeholders as partners towards this end. 
 
The need for an integrated approach that includes effective prevention strategies 
and access to low cost affordable treatment for all cannot be over-emphasized for 
the effective containment of the HIV/AIDS pandemic. 
 
Mr. President, 
 
There is need for continuing cooperation and coordination at international level to 
fight this challenge.  One of the major obstacles in the achievement of universal 
treatment is the high cost of anti-retroviral drugs. 
 



The Indian pharmaceutical industry has been plugging this critical gap by reducing 
the costs of these life saving drugs by producing high quality affordable drugs for 
use in India and also in other developing countries.   
 
The availability of second generation anti-retroviral drugs will not have any 
meaningful impact if low cost generic products are not available in the market.  It 
is pertinent to note here that only 4 per cent of persons receiving treatment have 
access to these second generation medicines. 
 
India is currently meeting around 80 per cent of global anti-retroviral drug 
demand.  India is committed to use all flexibilities under the Trade-Related 
Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights Agreement of the World Trade Organization 
to ensure availability of affordable and quality medicine to all people living with 
HIV. 
 
We strongly believe that the work which has been done by all of us in this field has 
significantly contributed towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals in 
this sector.  In order to ensure that our effort is sustainable, we would need to 
focus on resource mobilization and the transfer of technologies and knowledge.  
The role to be played by industrially advanced countries and civil society in the 
context of the work being done by the United Nations and its partners is of 
immense importance in this context.  We believe that the targets and 
commitments contained in the 2011 Political Declaration can only be fully met if 
resource mobilization is identified as a priority by us.  The narrow considerations 
of commerce and profitability should not be allowed to affect issues of life and 
death, which is what our fight against the spread of AIDS is all about.   India stands 
ready to play a role in this context.  
 
 As the Secretary General’s Report states, “the concept of shared responsibility 
and global solidarity must be advanced” and the funding gap must be closed so 
that we ensure a more strategic focus in our activity to eliminate HIV and AIDS.   
 
 
Thank you, Mr. President. 
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