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Mr. President, 
 
 We thank the Secretary General for his report on the follow-up to the outcome of 
the special session on children.  We have perused this report with interest. 
 
Mr. President, 
 
 We understand that the first in-depth report of the Secretary General on this 
subject will only be provided in 2006.  This is understandable as progress, or lack of it, 
can only be reviewed after sufficient time has been allowed for action to be taken. The 
General Assembly, nevertheless, in its resolution 57/190, requested a report this year 
with a view to identifying problems and constraints in achieving progress.  Such a report 
can enable member States to focus on areas in which reinforced commitment may be 
required.   
 
 The special session on children held in 2001 had recognised that the resources 
promised at the 1990 World Summit on Children had, in fact, not been provided.  The 
plan of action adopted by this session, therefore, devoted a separate chapter to the 
mobilisation of resources.  This was based on the realisation that implementation would 
not be possible without additional allocation of resources, both in the national and the 
international context.  Developed countries undertook a number of commitments with 
regard to ODA, bilateral official debt and market access in the plan of action adopted by 
the special session. 
 
 The report of the Secretary General does not refer to any specific constraints or 
problems which have been identified with regard to the commitments undertaken at the 
special session.  The report does contain a passing exhortation to all countries to follow-
up on the Monterrey consensus to increase financing for development.  There is, apart 
from this, no analysis of whether movement in the last year and half has been in the 



right direction or not.  Such an analysis could have helped us in our understanding of 
possible problems and constraints. 
 
 There are a number of studies which establish the incremental growth 
acceleration which takes place with simple investments in the health, nutrition and 
education of infants and children.  A study conducted in India has shown that $ 1 
invested in a child saves $ 27 in future health care, medical treatment, subsidies and 
lack of economic contribution.  It is, very rightly, believed that poverty alleviation must 
begin with children.  To invest in children is to invest in the future. 
 
 
Mr. President, 
 
 India has the largest child population in the world.  We are aware of the gigantic 
dimension of our challenges.  Our achievements vis-à-vis all indicators for children over 
the past decade have been positive.  For example, the infant mortality rate declined 
from 146 per 1000 live births in 1960 to 80 in 1990 and 70 in 2000. The prevalence of 
severe and moderate degrees of malnutrition among children has steadily declined from 
1974 to 2000. Primary school enrolment rates increased from 38 per cent in 1951 to 80 
percent in 2000. The availability of safe drinking water improved significantly from 68 
percent in 1990 to 78 percent in 2000. We realise that we still have a long road ahead 
and are committed to ensuring the rights, protection and complete development of 
every child in our country. 
 
 We are attempting to provide maximum outreach for our programmes for 
children. The Integrated Child Development Services, the largest child care programme 
in the world, provides early child care services to over 30 million children from 0-6 years 
from low income groups.  With a further scaling up of these services and a strong focus 
on newborn health and survival, including through home-based neo-natal care by 
community workers and better health facilities, we hope to further improve the health 
status of our children.  The spectre of HIV/AIDS threatens the fabric of society, and 
children often become unwitting victims of tragedy.  The national policy for prevention 
and control of HIV/AIDS announced by the Government of India last year reaffirms our 
commitment to provide an enabling social environment for prevention, care, support and 
protection of victims, and for providing information and health education. 
 
 The problems of persisting malnutrition and high infant and maternal mortality 
rates have been receiving our attention.  We have launched a National Nutrition Mission 
which provides, inter alia, additional nutrition supplements to the adolescent girl, and 
expectant and nursing mothers.  Our strategy to eradicate malnutrition will follow the 
inter-generational approach, while building the awareness of the community towards 
healthy nutrition, and educating mothers regarding proper health and nutrition care of 
their families.  With these measures, and with continued emphasis on improving the 
quality of water and access of sanitation, we hope to make an appreciable dent in the 
problem. 
 
 Our Government launched a Universal Elementary Education Scheme three years 
ago.  Through this, we intend to provide free and quality education for all children in the 



age group of 6-14 years by the year 2010, with special emphasis being given to girls’ 
education.  This is a significant step to achieve the goal of universalising elementary 
education through a time-bound integrated approach. 
 
 Our Department of Women & Child Development released a detailed statistical 
profile of Indian children last year.  This contains a rich compilation of data for all the 
states in the country.  The data has been disaggregated by gender and by the rural-
urban dimension.  This is the beginning for creating a national and state data base for 
children.  Such a data base would assist our policy makers and programme managers to 
devise more focused interventions and guide us towards the goals which we have 
adopted. 
 
 

Thank you, Mr. President. 
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