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Madam Chair 
 (Ms Daniela Bas,  
Director, Division for Social Policy and Development,  
UN-DESA), 
  

As I walked into the room today, I saw a room full of persons challenged by 
Down Syndrome and activists. To my mind the efforts of Down Syndrome 
International to organize events at the UN on the occasion of World Down Syndrome 
day is very good as it gives an  opportunity to raise global awareness about Down 
Syndrome. So I congratulate Down Syndrome International for their efforts. 

 
 I have heard with great interest what Ambassador Quinlan (Permanent 

Representative of Australia) has just said and I agree with him so much.  The issue 
that I see is for Governments to create enabling environments through legislation etc. 
so that people who are challenged by disabilities are able to live as normal a life as 
possible. It is also critical that we tackle societal prejudices and biases. Economic 
analysis that people working with disabilities would add hugely to GDP are at the end 
of the day big motivators for pushing society and employers. and society would be a 
big gainer. 

 
 
Madam Chair, 
  

I believe that the World Down Syndrome Day marks an important step 
forward in raising public awareness on the issue of Down syndrome, which is not a 
disease but a genetic disorder afflicting 1 in 800 to 1000 people globally. 

  
India was happy to co-sponsor the UNGA resolution establishing this day 

and reaffirms the rights of all persons with Down Syndrome to the same fundamental 
freedoms and human rights that all persons are entitled to enjoy, including the right 
to work. 

  
  
We recognize that persons with disabilities are a valuable human resource. It 

is our Government’s endeavour to create an enabling environment that provides 
them with equal opportunities, protection of their rights and full participation, 
including education and employment. 

  
India was one of the first signatories to the Convention on the Rights of 

Persons with Disabilities.  Steps have been taken to ensure that legislation and 
programmes reflect our commitment to the Convention. 
   

The Government of India works with civil society organizations to address the 
challenges faced by people with Down Syndrome. 
 
Madam Chairperson, 

  



I am very happy to note that the 12th World Down Syndrome Congress will be 
held in India in 2015. 

  
I must particularly recognize the efforts of Dr. Surekha Ramachandran, 

President of the Down Syndrome Association of India, who is also the Board Member 
of the Down Syndrome International. 

  
She has relentlessly worked to raise public awareness and to understand, 

support and improve the quality of life of children with Down syndrome. 
  
I am confident that the discussions today will contribute to a better 

understanding of the challenges before us. 
  
Thank you. 
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