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Mr. President, on behalf of the Government of India, let me begin conveying our 
sincerest felicitations and congratulations to H.E. Ms. Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuk 
on her appointment as Head of UN Women. Madam, you bring renewed 
momentum and vitality to this high office and as a developing country with 
historical ties to South Africa, even predating our independence, we take great 
pride and delight in your appointment.  
 
You made a very pertinent observation in the morning session in your address: ' 
sustainable development will not be really possible if half of humanity is left 
behind' and we join you in echoing this noble sentiment. As founding members of 
its Executive Board, and that having had a bit to do with your organization's 
creation, India will always be willing to walk the extra mile in supporting you in 
your endeavours to promote gender equality and women's empowerment across 
the globe.  
 
Allow me to delve into the substance of our remarks on the main agenda item for 
consideration before this Board, i.e. the Strategic Plan for UN Women for 2014- 
2017.   
 
When we embarked upon the Strategic Plan of UN Women in June 2010, we had 
called for it, to be 'ambitious, achievable and results oriented'.  Today, in the third 
operational year of UN Women, my delegation is happy to note that UN Women 
has been able to significantly influence policy narratives across the globe in areas 
ranging from political participation and leadership, economic empowerment, 
ending violence against women and gender equality. 
 
UN Women's journey in a short span of three years has been exemplary and has 
achieved significant milestones to its credit. So, when we embark on the Strategic 
Plan for the next four years, we are extremely heartened by your resolve right 
upfront in the Strategic Plan to make "this  THE century for women and gender 
equality".  
 
We would also complement you for the extremely consultative and participatory 
process that has been followed by your team in the drafting and finalisation of 
this Strategic Plan, especially in incorporating the feedback received from 
Member States and bringing about amendments to  
focus on poverty eradication and having included gender perspectives in the post 
2015 development agenda.. 
 
Two, we also welcome the significant emphasis placed in the Strategic Plan on 
attempting to incorporate the mandates of the QCPR Resolution on gender 
equality and women's empowerment. Advancing women's rights and their 
political empowerment was a key facet of the QCPR and we are happy to note its 
continued reaffirmation in the new Strategic Plan of UN Women.  
 
Mr. President, representing a country which is home to more than 500 million 
women, I am also pleased to inform you that India has the highest numbers 
globally, of political empowerment of women at the local level. We have nearly 1.5 



million elected women representatives at the local grassroots level, an all time 
record anywhere, which epitomises the scale at which the landscape of political 
empowerment of women in India is rapidly changing.   
 

Another theme, that I would like to flag today and which resonates with a pivotal 
thrust of the Strategic Plan has been on 'ending violence against women'.  In this 
regard, following last week's court verdict against perpetrators of such horrific 
crimes, we also noticed the recent call by UN Women to Government of India  "to 
do everything in its power to ensure speedy justice for survivors of violence".  

Mr. President, let me first place on record, that for me and for my Government, 
even one incident of violence against any woman or any girl, is an incident too 
many, and simply unacceptable.   

The edifice of the Indian society is premised on the all embracing power of the 
Indian woman - which in our ancient thought and religious belief, bestows her 
the power to create, nurture and transform. She is not only worshipped as 'Durga' 
the goddess of creation, but also as 'Saraswati' - the inspiration for all music, 
poetry, science and learning.  

While the December incident indeed shook the whole conscience of our nation at 
its very roots, the Government of India has since ensured that the culprits have 
been brought to speedy justice and the sternest punishment delivered. We have 
also since enacted a series of laws to ensure that such crimes do not happen 
again, and the people of India stand together firmly in this resolve. 

We still have a long way to go in our common pursuit for ensuring women's 
economic empowerment as women bear a disproportionate burden of the world’s 
poverty and constitute nearly 70% of the world’s poor. Despite estimates that 
they perform approximately 66% of the world’s work and produce approximately 
50% of the food, they only earn 10% of the income and own only 1% of the 
property. Promoting the empowerment of women must also be therefore a  key 
economic development imperative of the post 2015 development agenda. 

Also, work on gender equality and empowerment of women continues to remain 
chronically underfunded. If we have to ensure that UN Women stands for action, 
the donor community must move beyond the political rhetoric of just stated 
commitments, and transform them into the much needed monetary support for 
the organization.  
 
Let me also re-iterate that as the largest contributor to UN Women's core 
predictable funding from the developing world, India has already contributed 
three million US dollars out of its committed five million to UN Women so far, 
and we will continue to provide full political and financial support to UN Women 
and call on others to do likewise.  
 
We reaffirm India’s steadfast commitment to the all round social, economic and 
political empowerment of our women, whatever effort and resources, the task 
might take. We assure you that India will always be willing to walk the extra mile, 
as UN Women embarks upon this journey. 
 
I thank you Mr. President.  
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