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Mr. Chairman,  
    
                My delegation congratulates you and other members of the Bureau on your election. 
We are confident that under your able stewardship the work of the Committee will be 
productive. My delegation assures you of our full cooperation for the successful conclusion of 
the work of the Committee.   
 
 We associate ourselves with the statement made by the distinguished Permanent 
Representative of Morocco as Chairman of the Group of 77. 
 
 We would like to welcome the new Under-Secretary General for economic and social 
affairs, Mr. Jose Antonio Ocampo, and express our deep appreciation for the statement made by 
him at the beginning of this debate. 
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 
 The annual forecasts by the United Nations, the World Bank and the International 
Monetary Fund provide a useful backdrop for our discussion.  All of them expect an economic 
recovery in the developed countries, in particular in the United States, over the next two year 
period. The positive effects that such recovery will have on the economies of the developing 
countries are, however, not clear.  The recovery has remained weak and slow, owing to the 
persistence of structural imbalances, the slow growth in the developed economies and 
continuation of the acute problems faced by the developing countries in pursuing socio-
economic development. The heightened geo-political uncertainties of late 2002 and early 2003 
continue to pose a downside risk to global economic growth. 
  

Global trade and flows of foreign direct investment (FDI) lack dynamism, reflecting and 
contributing to the overall weakness in the world economy.  The growth of global trade by less 
than 2% in 2002 compares poorly with the average growth rate of almost 7% achieved in the 
1990’s.  FDI flows have contracted drastically by 50% in 2001 and by a further 25% in 2002 
from the peak-level attained in 2000.  The negative net transfer of resources in 2002 reached $ 
192 billion, almost double the average annual levels of 1998-2000.  The marginal increase in 
Official Development Assistance (ODA) from $ 52.3 billion in 2001 to $ 56.6 billion in 2002 does 
not raise its level from around 0.22% of the GDP of the developed countries to anywhere near 
the internationally-agreed target of 0.7%.  No durable solution has been found to the severe 
debt crisis faced by many developing countries.  Increased protectionist measures against 
products of export interest to the developing countries continue to characterise international 
trade.   The developing countries are thus limited severely in their capacity to achieve the 



Millennium Development Goals and their own national targets with regard to the alleviation of 
poverty.   
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 
 Effective measures are needed to make trade work as an engine for growth and 
development.  However, even before the fifth Ministerial conference of WTO in Cancun, the 
timelines set at Doha for resolving negotiations on outstanding implementation issues had been 
breached.  These, it will be recalled, had been agreed to be an integral part of the work 
programme and were required to be addressed as a matter of priority.  The Cancun meeting 
failed to produce an agreement that would have sought to address the interests and concerns 
of the developing countries.  Moving the trade agenda forward and addressing the key concerns 
of the developing countries on enhanced market access for products and service sectors of 
export interest to the developing countries, particularly in agriculture, the removal of tariff and 
non-tariff barriers and operationalising the special and differential treatment provisions are 
indispensable and urgently-needed steps towards a more equitable globalisation. 
 
 The high-level dialogue on financing for development to be held on October 29-30 will 
provide the 58th session of the UN General Assembly with an opportunity to follow up on the 
outcome of the Monterrey Conference.  It will help us to assess the progress in implementation 
by member States and international institutions of the various elements of the outcome, and 
reflect on ways and means to carry the process forward.  An area of particular interest to all 
developing countries is that of achieving greater equity in international economic relations and 
of giving a greater voice to the developing countries in decision-making structures and 
processes in the international trade, monetary and financial institutions.   
  
 The World Summit on Sustainable Development adopted the Johannesburg plan of 
implementation for assisting all States in their pursuit of achieving Agenda 21.  The developing 
countries can be expected to make achievements in this critical area at the national level only 
when the developed countries fulfil their commitments for making available the means of 
implementation to them through provision of new and additional financial resources, transfer of 
technology on concessional, non-commercial and preferential terms, and capacity-building.  The 
involvement of private sector and civil society through partnerships can only complement, but 
not substitute, commitments undertaken by Governments in Rio and in Johannesburg.  We 
welcome participation of all non-Government stake holders in the implementation process in 
accordance with the guidelines and the criteria adopted at the last session of the Commission on 
Sustainable Development. 
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 
 The Second Committee has an important responsibility in the implementation of 
resolution 57/270B adopted by the General Assembly in June 2003 on the integrated and 
coordinated implementation of and follow-up to the UN major conferences and summits.  The 
Committee is scheduled to re-examine its own programme of work with a view to improving it.  
However, such an exercise should be situated in the context of the efforts towards the overall 
reform of the institutions and processes of the UN.  We stand ready to work actively with other 
delegations on this issue.  The Second Committee will also have to play an important role in the 
preparations for the 2005 Conference for review of the implementation of the Millennium 
Declaration and the progress towards the achievement of MDGs.   
 
 At the Millennium Summit, our Heads of State and Government recognised the 
tremendous opportunities offered by Information and Communication technologies [ICT] and 
agreed to work together to ensure that the benefits of new technologies are available to all.  We 
hope that the World Summit on Information Society, to be held in two phases in 2003 in 
Switzerland and in 2005 in Tunisia, will focus on how to achieve the objective of ICT for all and 



secure a commitment at the political level. It is also important to reach a consensus on how to 
adequately harness the potential of ICT for assisting the developing countries in their efforts to 
secure a better standard of living for their people. 
 
 We support the comprehensive review of the implementation of the Barbados 
Programme of Action for the sustainable development for the Small Island Developing States in 
2004. We hope that this would result in increased support and assistance for the 
implementation of the Programme of Action.  
 
 The first international Ministerial conference on transit –transport co-operation saw the 
adoption of the Almaty Programme of Action establishing a global framework for action for 
developing efficient transit transport systems in land-locked and transit developing countries. 
The implementation of the programme of action requires active co-operation among the land-
locked countries, the transit developing countries and the developed country partners.  We trust 
that the General Assembly will keep under review the implementation of the programme of 
action.   
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 
 A World Bank study last year had estimated that an increase in ODA of the order of $ 50 
billion per year is needed if the developing countries are to achieve the Millennium Development 
Goals by 2015.  Enhanced international cooperation is imperative if developing countries are to 
persevere in their struggle against poverty, disease and illiteracy.  As the Secretary General has 
reminded us once again at the beginning of this session, achieving the MDGs would require a 
collective response by the international community to the challenges faced in the area of 
development.  
 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
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