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Mr. President, 
 

I wish to express my appreciation and felicitations to the delegation of Armenia 
for taking the important initiative. I also thank thePresident of the General Assembly, 
the Secretariat and all delegations for their widespread support for the consensus that 
would lead to the adoption of resolution A/RES/69/L.88today. 
 
Mr. President,  
 

For my delegation, this Resolution is a logical culmination of a process that began 
when India, Cuba and Panama co-sponsored, in response to the advocacy of Raphael 
Lemkin, one of the first Resolutions in the UN General Assembly, Number 96(1) of 11 
December 1946, which mandated the drafting of the Convention on Genocide. India is a 
party to the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, 
and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, of 1948. We strongly endorse the 
principles of “prevention and punishment” of the crime of genocide. In view of the rights 
bestowed by the Convention and the UDHR, we believe that the legal obligations to 
refrain from genocide are recognized as ergaomnes. India, therefore, has extended its 
full support and cosponsored the Resolution. 
 
Mr.  President,  
 

It is worth recalling that the catalyst for the General Assembly Resolution calling 
for the Convention on Genocide was the horrendous genocide that occurred in Europe 
during the Second World War. “Never again” has been a yardstick for the international 
community since the United Nations was founded 70 years ago. However, on the 
ground, it is regrettable that crimes of genocide have not been prevented, especially on 
the continents of Asia and Africa, during the past seven decades. 
 
Mr.  President, 
 

This year, we mark the 10th anniversary of the World Summit of 2005, when the 
establishment of an empowered 47-member UN Human Rights Council was agreed to 
by all of us. We are glad that 170 member states voted in favour of the Resolution 
establishing the Human Rights Council, which is a democratically elected and 
transparent body, representing all the regions of our organization. We would, on this 
occasion, call for making the Human Rights Council more responsive, in accordance 
with the provisions of the UN Charter,  in providing early warning of situations where 
populations face the threat of genocide, so that the international community can act in 
time to ensure “never again”. 

 



Mr. President, 
 

The International Day that we will establish through this Resolution will give us 
the opportunity to commemorate the victims of genocide, and also express solidarity 
with the survivors of genocide. By recalling our moral and legal rejection of the crime of 
genocide, we will be able to strengthen our collective resolve to ensure that this 
pernicious act remains outside the pale of civilized human behavior. Today, by adopting 
Resolution A/RES/69/L. by consensus, India joins all the other member states of the 
United Nations in reaffirming our belief in the UN Charter, in the dignity and worth of 
the human person, in the equal rights of men and women and of nations large and 
small.  
 
Thank you. 
 


