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Mr. Chairman,  

Thank you for giving me the floor.  

Let me begin by congratulating everybody on World Water Day. This year also 

happens to be the International Year of Water, and therefore our deliberations today are 

even more meaningful. 

We are very honored by the presence of the Prime Minister of Tajikistan in the 

session, and would like to thank his delegation for their leadership on water issues at the 

UN.   

Mr. Chairman,  

Water plays a seminal role in development. And this can hardly be 

overemphasized.  Agriculture and our food security depend on water, and so do our 

livelihoods, our health, our biodiversity and our ecosystems. 

Water availability and distribution is challenged by the lack of development, 

limitations of geography, growing demand, pollution of water bodies, recurrent floods 

and droughts and environmental stress.  Climate Change impacts are also likely to add a 

great deal more of further variability and water stress.  

Water conservation, rain-water harvesting, reducing waste and recycling water 

have yielded synergistic results globally, both in urban and rural settings and we need 

build on them.   

It is of course very urgent that in dealing with water issues, the sustainable use of 

water and reducing its wastage is addressed in the entire process of  unsustainable 

consumption and production patterns of people living in the developed countries. 

Mr. Chairman,  

Given the paucity of time, let me make a few brief remarks on the priority area 

which is the provision of safe drinking water and basic sanitation. 

At the RIO+20 Summit, we agreed on a water agenda underlining its critical 

importance for sanitation and integrating the three dimensions of sustainable 

development.   We also reaffirmed our commitments to MDG 7 of halving by 2015 the 

proportion of people without access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation.  



But as we  gear ourselves for an inclusive Post 2015 agenda, it is time for us to 

raise our ambition and make  safe drinking water and basic sanitation available  not just 

to 50% of the people, but for one and all, and that really should be our priority.   

Mr. Chairman,  

I heard the panelists and would like to say that while the issues of peace, security 

and stability are certainly very important, as they are important enablers, the priority 

remains and should remain that of providing safe drinking water and basic sanitation to 

everyone across the world. 

Mr. Chairman,  

Let me make a few remarks about my country. With 17% of the world population, 

we have only 4 % of the world’s renewable water resources, and we face a huge 

challenge.   

We have been pursuing Integrated Water Resources Management to deal with 

water availability, distribution and conservation. Large parts of our country are also 

prone to floods and droughts. Our integrated river basin development and planning has 

been a key feature of our efforts. We have undertaken dedicated National Missions for 

cleaning our rivers to enhance their resource value and ecological sustenance.  

As part of our National Action Plan on Climate Change, we have launched a 

National Water Mission which aims at conserving water, minimizing wastage, ensuring 

more equitable distribution and management of water resources and to optimizing 

water use efficiency by 20%.   

 Our water planning efforts has been enriched by multi-stakeholder participation. 

Grassroots action involving the local community has given us valuable learning 

experience, especially in using traditional water conservation methods.  

Mr. Chairman,  

Water management is also a scientific effort. It involves mapping of water 

resources, collecting hydrological data, monitoring seasonal variability of water   and 

assessing the impact of climate change. The lack of adequate trained personnel for 

scientific planning, utilizing modern techniques and analytical capabilities 

incorporating information technology constrain many developing countries. These 

imperatives must also be addressed. 

I thank you. 
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