
1 

 

 
STATEMENT BY AMBASSADOR ASOKE KUMAR MUKERJI, 

PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE ON UNGA DEBATE  
ON 'SITUATION IN AFGHANISTAN' ON NOVEMBER 20, 2013 

 
 
 
Madam President, 
 
  At the outset, let me thank you for organizing this discussion on 'The 
Situation in Afghanistan'.  I also avail of this opportunity to commend 
the German delegation for coordinating inter-governmental 
negotiations in an excellent manner that has led us to this annual 
General Assembly resolution.   
 
 As for the last several years, India is happy to co-sponsor this 
resolution, which is traditionally adopted by consensus.   
 
Madam President, 
 
 Afghanistan is undergoing a significant period of transition which 
encompasses security, political and economic dimensions.  The progress 
in the technical preparation of the Presidential elections is a testimony 
of the resolve of the people of Afghanistan to have a smooth political 
transition.  The key to successful elections in 2014 is an election whose 
outcome is acceptable to the people of Afghanistan.   
 
Madam President, 
 
 The Presidential elections in 2014 will be yet another significant step 
towards the political reconstruction effort in Afghanistan which must 
always remain Afghan-led, Afghan-owned and let me add 'Afghan-
Controlled'.  The rationale behind our addition of 'Afghan-controlled' is 
that we want to stress that the destiny of Afghanistan is in the hands of 
Afghan people and it will also symbolize the distance which the people 
of Afghanistan have covered in the process of transition and 
transformation.  This will be the 3rd democratic election in Afghanistan, 
a significant achievement for Afghanistan, and a sign of maturity of its 
new political system.   
 
 The international community must strongly support the Afghan 
authorities' preparations in this endeavour, and at the same time resist 
any outside effort to derail the process.   
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Madam President, 
 
 The security situation in Afghanistan remains fragile.  Civilian 
casualties have risen. So have targeted killings.  The condemnable attack 
on the Indian Consulate in Jalalabad on 3rd August 2013 which led to 
injuries to several Afghan security personnel guarding the Consulate 
and the killing of several innocent Afghan citizens, including 10 children 
is another example of the tenuous security environment in Afghanistan.  
As we have stated earlier, India does not have an "exit policy" in 
Afghanistan. India will not be deterred by such attacks.  We do not see 
this attack as only aimed against India, but also against the efforts of the 
Afghan people to overcome the tragic consequences of the last several 
decades of war and conflict.  I would like to reiterate our commitment to 
stand by the Afghan people and their personnel who have shown 
exemplary courage in protecting the Afghan people. 
   
Madam President, 
 
 It has been seen that most of the terrorist attacks in Afghanistan 
originate from beyond Afghanistan's border by groups closely allied to 
the Al Qaida and their affiliates.  We would like to reiterate that we must 
be continuously watchful of the designs of these terrorist organizations.  
The listing and delisting process of the individuals and entities for 
targeted measures by the "Al Qaida and Taliban Sanction Committees" 
must remain proactive and attentive.  Here the role of the international 
community is critical in not only giving inputs to the Sanctions 
Committee and other related Counter Terrorism entities but also in 
continuing to support the efforts of the Afghans in addressing the 
security and terrorist challenges faced by them.  In this regard, 
concerted action is also needed to isolate and destroy the syndicate of 
terrorism, which includes elements of the Taliban, Al-Qaida, Lashkar-e-
Taiba and other terrorist and extremist groups.  It is therefore extremely 
important that the transition security plan takes into account the threats 
posed by these terrorist organizations, and supplements the security 
architecture in Afghanistan.  The drawdown of troops and its 
implication on the security arrangements needs to be carefully assessed 
and appropriate measures need to be taken to ensure the safety and 
security of the Afghan people.   
 
Madam President, 
 
 The time has come for the international community to re-assess the 
role it wishes to play in Afghanistan's internal political process.  In this 
regard the issue of the renewed mandate of UNAMA needs to be 
discussed.   
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 Afghanistan has reached a considerable level of political maturity 
with the huge political reconstruction effort in Afghanistan.  We applaud 
the role UNAMA has performed over the last decade in the political, 
humanitarian and development spheres in Afghanistan along with other 
agencies of the UN system.  However, we are of the view that we should 
take note of the maturity of the political process in Afghanistan and 
therefore, define UNAMA's political mandate to ensure that it keeps its 
focus on supporting the institutions of politics rather than the political 
process itself, which must be left to Afghanistan's own leaders.  We also 
believe that UNAMA must step-up its humanitarian and developmental 
role through better delivery of assistance in Afghanistan, since the UN is 
uniquely placed with access to the remotest and most isolated 
communities in the country.  The improvement in infrastructure along 
with access to basic services like health, education, nutrition on a 
regular basis to all Afghans would create a vital 'space' for the new 
Afghan political system to mature and take deep roots in Afghan society.  
This must complement and supplement the Afghan State institutions 
and their initiatives in these spheres, since it is not capacity 
'substitution' but 'capacity building' that we are seeking to achieve in 
Afghanistan.  It would also be useful if we undertake a serious 
assessment of the future role of UNAMA, by learning from its 
experiences and from the views of other member states.  The objective 
should be to see how best the international community can realistically 
assist the Afghan people in a fast changing political scenario.  
  
Madam President, 
 

.The assessment of issues facing UNAMA must take into account the 
problems of coherence in performing its mandated activities and the 
related duplication of resources, and a higher cost of programs.  

 
 In conclusion, Mr. President, as Afghanistan moves toward 2014, it 
would be entering a new era of development and progress.  Needless to 
say, the international community's support and constant 
encouragement for Afghanistan would be critical in this transition.  We 
would like to assure that India will remain steadfast in its support to 
Afghanistan during this period of transition and thereafter.  India once 
again reiterates its support for an Afghan-led, Afghan-owned and 
Afghan-controlled process of transition and development.    
 
 Thank you.  
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