
 
 

Remarks by Ambassador Asoke Kumar Mukerji, Permanent Representative  on 
“Science, Collaboration and Answers for the Global Autism Community” on the occasion 

of World Autism Awareness Day at the United Nations on  April 02, 2015 
 

 
Your Excellency Ambassador Abulkalam Abdul Momen, Permanent Representative of 
Bangladesh, 
 
Your Excellency Ambassador Sheikha Alya Ahmed Al-Thani, Permanent Representative 
of the State of Qatar. 
 
Your Excellency Mrs. Ban Soon-Taek, 
 
Your Excellency Ambassador Einar Gunnarsson, Permanent Representative of Iceland, 
Vice President of the General Assembly, 
 
Excellencies, 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 

This is the second time that I have the pleasure to participate in an event 
organized by the delegations of Qatar and Bangladesh to mark World Autism Awareness 
Day here at the United Nations. My delegation would like to recognize the pioneering 
role of Dr. Saima Hossain of Bangladesh in focusing attention on this lifelong disorder. 
We acknowledge the strong support of AUTISM SPEAKS. 
 
2. Non-communicable diseases are gradually coming to centre-stage of our work 
here at the United Nations. As the life-styles of populations undergo drastic change, 
brought about by newer technological innovations and applications, we need to focus on 
effective international cooperation in addressing non-communicable diseases.  
 
3. Autism is not yet perhaps among the top priorities of our work here at the United 
Nations in this area. However, it is a fact that Autism continues to affect millions of 
people worldwide, especially in the poorest and most disadvantaged sections of 
populations.  
 
4. It is important to detect and diagnose this disorder early to prevent increasing 
burden and disability. We can do so by increasing our focus on awareness raising, 
disability-appropriate education, healthcare and employment. These efforts could 
enable empowerment of people affected with Autism throughout their life cycle, and 
lead to their wider acceptance and social inclusion. We need to build societies where 
attitudinal and environmental barriers that hinder their full and effective participation 
in society cease to exist.   
 
5. The challenge is to make every differently-abled person not only count but also 
capable in the process of development. Today, we have available to us knowledge in the 
field of genetics, medicine and healthcare which can create equitable socio-economic 



 
 

environments for people with disabilities to live a life of dignity, self-reliance and 
meaningfulness. The Internet based “MSSNG” programme, a genome sequencing 
database initiative by Autism Speaks, is one example of the advantages of appropriate 
and innovative use of technology.  
 
6. A recent Indian survey, by the International Clinical Epidemiology Network- 
INCLEN, has reported that around 1 in 72 children are affected by Autism. India has 
commissioned special research studies in autism. Our legislation, the Persons with 
Disabilities Act of 1995, provides the overarching legal framework for our activity. 
Various schemes and programmes are being implemented for disabled persons, 
including for people affected by Autism. Our government has set up relevant institutions 
like National Trust for Welfare of Persons with Autism, cerebral palsy, mental 
retardation and multiple disabilities. India has also developed culture sensitive 
diagnostic tool for assessing disability in Autism, which could be used in culturally 
similar countries. A country wide awareness programme “BadhteKadam”has been 
successful in creating awareness about Autism and other development disabilities. An 
interactive website „www.autismresourcecenter.in‟ has been launched for the benefit of 
persons, their families and professionals involved with autism. 
 
7. The Dhaka and Delhi declarations of 2011 and 2013 respectively, within the ambit 
of South Asian Autism Network (SAAN), have provided the required impetus to realize 
our common global vision in area of autism, and also are a testimony of a collaborative 
approach in our region on this issue.  
 
Excellencies,  
 
8. Increased political will, allocation of resources, technology transfer and 
collaboration among all stakeholders are essential for the realization of our aspirations 
to effectively address the issues related to Autism. I am confident that today‟s 
discussions will prove to be informative and useful in our common endeavor. 
 
Thank You. 
 

http://www.autismresourcecenter.in/

