
 
 

 
 

 
STATEMENT BY MR ADI SANKAR, MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT AND MEMBER OF THE 

INDIAN DELEGATION, ON AGENDA ITEM 27 – SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT [A] 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE OUTCOME OF THE WORLD SUMMIT FOR SOCIAL 

DEVELOPMENT AND OF THE TWENTY-FOURTH SPECIAL SESSION OF THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY [B] SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT, INCLUDING QUESTIONS RELATING TO THE 
WORLD SOCIAL SITUATION AND TO YOUTH AGEING, DISABLED PERSONS AND THE 

FAMILY [C] FOLLOW-UP TO THE INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF OLDER PERSONS: SECOND 
WORLD ASSEBLY ON AGEING [D] UNITED NATIONS LITERACY DECADE – EDUCATION 
FOR ALL AT THE THIRD COMMITTEE OF THE 65TH SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ON OCTOBER 05, 2010 
 
 
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 
 Since I am taking the floor for the first time in this Committee, let be begin by 
conveying to you and to the members of your Bureau our warmest felicitations on the 
election and to you for chairing this important Committee. I would like to assure you of 
my delegation’s fullest cooperation in the deliberations and work of this Committee.  
 

Let me take this opportunity to thank the Secretary General for all his reports 
under this agenda item. I also wish to thank the Under-Secretary General for the 
Economic and Social Affairs for his statement in this Committee yesterday. My 
delegation would like to associate itself with the statement made by the Chair of G77.  

 
Mr. Chairman, 

  
Fifteen years have passed since the world leaders adopted the Copenhagen 

Declaration and Programme of Action at the World Summit for Social Development in 
1995. The Declaration placed people at the centre of development. Furthermore, the 
Declaration identified three pillars for social development, namely poverty eradication; 
full and productive employment and decent work for all; and fostering just, social and 
stable societies by social integration.  
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In fact, these are linked to the achievement of the internationally agreed 

development goals including the MDGs. Copenhagen Summit was instrumental in the 
subsequent development of concerted World Programme of Action for various groups, 
including youth, elderly, indigenous people to name a few. This also led to, in 2006, 
adoption of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional 
Protocol which entered into force in May 2008.  

 
 
Mr. Chairman, 

 
In India, we are presently implementing the 11th Five Year Plan covering the 

period 2007-12. The key focus of the Plan is inclusive growth. Our endeavor is to 
ensure that the gains of economic growth reach all sections of our population. In this 
context our special effort has been to ensure that rural India, where the vast majority 
of our huge population lives, derives direct benefit from the growth dividend. We are 
also paying special attention on gender equity issues and for the inclusion of vulnerable 
and marginalised sections of society in our development efforts.  

 
As a result, in addition to setting up of a target for growth, the 11th Plan also 

identifies 26 measurable indices of performance relating to poverty, education, health, 
women and children that will reflect social integration achieved through development 
policies and programmes.  

 
At this juncture, I want to say in my native state of Tamil Nadu, , in health 

sector, the State Government introduced a new health insurance scheme called 
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Karunanidhi Health Insurance Scheme for all the people of Tamil Nadu. The premium 
amount is paid by the government. This provides the insured people a benefit of Rs 
100,000/- for medical treatment.  
 
Mr Chairman, 

 
Government of India also introduced a flagship revolutionary programme for 

breaking down social inequalities, rejuvenating economic growth and empowering the 
grassroots in 2005, which is also world’s largest work programme, called the Mahatma 
Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act.  

 
This scheme ensures 100 days employment to every rural household and 

improves wage levels. Regarding poverty eradication, the Government of India has 
taken several steps. I belong to one regional party named DMK party. One of the 
slogans of this party in Tamil  
means to eradicate poverty and ensure social harmony. 

 
 This scheme provided employment to more than 45 million people last year with 

programmes covering rural development. Women and other marginalized sections of 
society have been particular beneficiaries of this programme.  

 
Here I would like to mention, that in my own State of Tamil Nadu, this scheme 

has been particularly successful. Even the Supreme Court of India appreciated the State 
Government of Tamil Nadu and also the Deputy Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, Mr Stalin, 
who is implementing the scheme effectively.   
 
Mr Chairman,  

 
Social integration is essential for fostering a stable, safe, harmonious peaceful 

and just society. Social integration should not be construed as achieving uniformity, but 
to understand and respect diversity and to promote equal opportunity and participation 
of all in order to create a “society for all”.  
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 

For persons with disabilities, India had taken a very proactive legislative step in 
1995 by promulgating an Act, namely Persons with Disabilities (Equal Opportunities, 
Protection of Rights and Full Participation) Act. Among other legal provisions, the Act 
mandates affirmative action through reservation of not less than 3% vacancies for 
persons with disabilities under the government as well as in education institutions.  

 
We have taken several measures to promote development of persons with 

disabilities in various ways, including by community based-rehabilitation. Government 



4 

 

also funds programmes for community based rehabilitation involving NGOs, persons 
with disabilities, parents’ organizations and public authorities.  

 
Additionally, following the ratification of the UN Convention on the Rights of 

Persons with Disabilities, the Government has now set up a Committee consisting of 
various stakeholders to draft a new legislation to harmonize it with the provisions of the 
Convention.  

 
Mr. Chairman, 

 
The Right to Free and Compulsory Education Act, enacted in 2009, entitles every 

child from 6-14 years of age to free and compulsory education. In fact, enrolment, 
attendance and completion of eight years of elementary education schooling for all 
children have become an inalienable and justiciable right.  

 
In order to improve the attendance and enrolment of students in schools, as part 

of the mid day meal scheme, the Government of Tamil Nadu, under the leadership of 
Shri Karunanidhi, has ensured that nutritious food, including one boiled egg every 
working day, is provided to every student.  

 
While India has made commendable progress in providing access to primary 

education with the completion of infrastructure for primary schools under the Sarva 
Siksha Abhiyan, our flagship programme of universal elementary education, the focus is 
also been extended to secondary and tertiary education.  

 
With nearly 80 million older persons in India, we are strongly commitment to 

implement the Madrid International Plan of Action of 2002, which provides guidance on 
capacity-building on ageing at national, regional and international levels.  

 
Mr. Chairman, 
 

The pledge the international community made 15 years ago for an inclusive 
society is still elusive. The challenge is still formidable, but our resolve is strong. Let us 
continue our efforts of creating and providing an enabling economic, political, social, 
cultural and legal environment for all our citizens.  
 

I thank you Mr. Chairman. 
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