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STATEMENT BY DR. KAKOLI GHOSH DASTIDAR, MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT, ON 
AGENDA ITEM 20 – SUITAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AT THE SECOND COMMITTEE OF 

THE 65TH SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY ON NOVEMBER 02, 
2010 

 
Madam Chairperson,  
 

 We would like to thank the Secretary General for the detailed reports on Agenda 
Item “Sustainable Development.” 

 

 
 
 
 India associates itself with the statement made by the distinguished 

representative of Yemen on behalf of the Group of 77.  
 
 Madam Chairperson,  
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The global community continues to face immense challenges in its pursuit of 
equitable and balanced growth, social cohesion and environmental sustainability.  The 
threats from climate change are severe and need an urgent and effective response. 

 
 This underscores the importance of an integrated approach to sustainable 

development, with emphasis on its three pillars of economic development, social 
development and environmental protection. Such an approach is the key to ensuring 
the achievement of  our development goals, particularly the eradication of poverty and 
hunger.  

 
In this regard, we emphasize the importance of the full implementation of the 

Agenda 21 and the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation, specifically the aspect of an 
international environment conducive to development.  
 

The RIO+20 Summit to be held in 2012 would be an important milestone in the 
global sustainable development discourse and action. Our preparations must focus on 
an ambitious outcome taking the interest of the poor and the marginalized to be the 
least common denominator.  We believe that the global understanding on “green 
economy” and “green growth” should be subsumed in the larger framework of 
sustainable development and priority must continue to be given to eradicating poverty 
in developing countries. 
 
Madam Chairperson,  
 

We are cognizant of the special challenges faced by Small Island Developing 
States [SIDS] in their efforts to achieve sustainable development, which have been 
further exacerbated by climate change. The strong political commitment expressed by 
the global community at the   High Level Meeting of the Mauritius Strategy of 
Implementation held in September 2010 to effectively address the specific 
vulnerabilities of SIDS must be backed by action.   

 
We are privileged to have been able to contribute to the development efforts of 

SIDS in the spirit of South-South solidarity. Our engagement with SIDS has included 
areas like capacity building, natural disaster preparedness, adapting to climate change 
and enhancing resilience. However, what is urgently required is enhanced financial and 
technical support by developed countries.   
 
Madam Chairperson,  
 

There is an all pervading sense of urgency to work for a meaningful outcome 
from the Climate Change negotiations. But the lack of progress on the promises made 
at Copenhagen seems to be undermining the level of trust that is required to take the 
process forward.   
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India is among the worst affected by Climate Change, and we therefore have a 
major interest in ensuring that climate change is addressed substantively and 
constructively. At the meeting in Cancun, India would continue to push for an ambitious 
and equitable outcome under the UNFCCC and Kyoto Protocol processes; one that is 
based on the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities and respective 
capabilities.  

 
India fully recognizes the significant threats posed by Climate Change to the 

Small Island Developing States and the urgency to address the need for mitigation, 
adaptation, financial and technological support in these countries to develop an 
effective response. Our consciousness of the situation is particularly deep since we too 
have large and vulnerable populations living on our island chains and in low lying 
coastal areas.  

  
  Let me particularly emphasize the importance of technology transfer to deal with 
climate change. We need a change in mindset, a change that permits developing 
countries to have critical climate related technologies at concessional and preferential 
rates. If we are serious about confronting climate change as an unprecedented global 
challenge, we must be willing to balance rewards for innovators with the common good 
of humankind and introduce necessary flexibilities in the Intellectual Property Rights 
regime.  
 

In this context, I am happy to inform the gathering here that India along with 
Mexico and UN-DESA is jointly organizing the “Delhi Ministerial dialogue on climate 
technologies” from 9-10 November 2010 in New Delhi with a view to develop, deploy 
and transfer environmentally sound technologies in agriculture, health, renewable 
energy, energy efficiency and other adaptation and mitigation areas for combating 
climate change.  
 
 
 
Madam Chairperson,  

 
The conservation, protection and sustainable use of genetic resources are 

important aspects of achieving sustainable development. In this regard, we welcome 
the adoption of a legally binding instrument on  Access and Benefit Sharing in Nagoya 
at the CBD COP meeting, as also the decision taken by the Parties to urge the 65th 
UNGA to consider setting  up an Inter-Governmental Panel on Biodiversity and 
Ecosystem services (IPBES) at the earliest. The success of Nagoya serves as an 
assurance that multilateralism continues to play a constructive role in the field on 
environment. 

 
The floods in Pakistan, earthquakes in Haiti, Chile and China and the volcanic 

eruption and tsunami in Indonesia are reminders of increased natural disasters in recent 
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years. We must, therefore, work for strengthening the global preparedness to handle 
natural calamities. In this regard, India expresses its full support to the International 
Strategy for Disaster Reduction.  

 
India looks forward to closely working with Member States and other 

stakeholders to strengthen the global sustainable development agenda and action. 
Thank you. 
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