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Mr. President, 
  
 Thank you for convening this special meeting of the General Assembly 
dedicated to the life and memory of former President, Dr. Nelson Mandela.  

At the outset, let me join others in paying homage to a visionary, a 
venerated elder and a great soul. As described by my Prime Minister Dr. 
Manmohan Singh, Dr. Mandela was a “giant among men". He was the epitome of 
forgiveness, compassion and humaneness that inspired all of mankind. He 
dedicated his life to values of peace, pluralism, justice, equality and dignity which 
are also embodied in the United Nations Charter. 

Mr. President, 

The passing away of Dr. Mandela is as much a loss to India and the world as 
it is to South Africa. The world has lost an apostle of peace and non-violence. We 
pray for eternal peace for the departed soul. 

 
Mr. President, 
 

We, in India, have long admired him - and all that he stood for - and we will 
always cherish his friendship and love for our people. The outpouring of intense 
grief and sadness across India reflects the high degree of love and respect which 
Dr. Mandela commanded in my country. We observed state mourning for five days 
in India as a mark of respect to him. The President of India, Mr. Pranab Mukherjee 
who participated in the Memorial Service in his honour was accompanied by a 
delegation representing the cross-section of our political spectrum.  

Nelson Mandela was a household name and someone, we saw as one of our 
own. His life was a living example of human strength and courage in the face of 
brute force and gross injustice. He was the last of the giants who led the world’s 
struggles against colonialism. Indeed, his life and struggles - which represented 
‘hope’ for people in South Africa and all over the world, reminds us of the 
principles that the father of our Nation, Mahatma Gandhi, stood for. His stoic 
determination, patience and magnanimity reminded us, in India, of the 
revolutionary methods of Mahatma Gandhi. It also mirrored our own hope for a 
better world. It was, therefore, an honour for India to confer upon Madiba our 
highest civilian award, the Bharat Ratna when he visited India in 1990. 



 

 

Mr. President, 

It is matter of great honour and pride for us that upon his release from 
prison, Nelson Mandela chose India as the first country to visit. Speaking at a 
banquet hosted by then-President of India, Madiba said of India, 

 
“The indentured labourers also served to establish an umbilical cord that ties 
together the peoples of our respective countries.  As much as India is a 
particle of our country, so are we too a particle of India.  History has 
condemned us to seek each other out, to deal with each other as members of 
the same family. 

It is that history which makes it possible for each one of us to claim the 
immortal Mahatma Gandhi as our national hero. 

 In 1995, when he again visited India as the first President of post apartheid 
Africa, Mandela visited Gandhiji’s Sabarmati Ashram and said that it was for him a 
homecoming, a pilgrimage.  
  
 Mandela often acknowledged the influence of Mahatma Gandhi and the first 
Prime Minister of India, Jawarharlal Nehru on his own thought process.  During 
his visit to India, remembering Nehru, he said: 
 

 “Panditji taught that narrow forms of nationalism, intense and powerful 
as they may be in awakening people to struggle, are inadequate as a basis 
for achieving victory or for lasting peace.  Our experience has shown us 
the truth of this lesson that exclusiveness must give way to co-operation 
and inter-dependence.  It is a lesson forged in struggle and inscribed in the 
rapidly changing world order…” 

Mr. President, 
 
We have no doubt that the world will honour the historic legacy of Madiba, one of 
the most influential personalities of our century, who taught the world the true 
meaning of forgiveness and reconciliation.  
 
Thank you. 
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