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STATEMENT BY AMBASSADOR MANJEEV SINGH PURI, DEPUTY PERMANENT 
REPRESENTATIVE, ON AGENDA ITEM 129: PROGRAMME BUDGET FOR THE BIENNIUM 
2010-2011, REVISED PROPOSAL FOR THE USE OF REGULAR BUDGET RESOURCES FOR 

THE NORMATIVE SUPPORT FUNCTIONS OF THE UNITED NATIONS ENTITY FOR 
GENDER EQUALITY AND THE EMPOWERNMENT OF WOMEN AT THE FIFTH 

COMMITTEE OF THE 65TH SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY ON 
DECEMBER 06, 2010 

 
Mr. Chairman, 
 
 At the outset, my delegation extends our warm felicitations to Under-Secretary-
General Michelle Bachelet for her appointment as the first Under Secretary General of 
the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women.  
 
 We thank Under-Secretary-General Bachelet for her statement, and pledge our 
full support and cooperation to her in discharging her new duties. Under her able 
leadership, we hope that UN Women will be successful in meeting the expectations of 
Member States for enhanced system-wide support to advancing gender equality and 
women’s empowerment.   
 
 We also thank the Controller, Mr. Jun Yamazaki, for introducing the report of the 
Secretary-General, and the Chairperson of the ACABQ, Ms. Susan McLurg, for 
introducing the related report of the Advisory Committee.  
 
 My delegation aligns itself with the Statement delivered by Yemen on behalf of 
the Group of 77 and China.  
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 
 India wholeheartedly welcomes the creation of UN Women as a transformational 
reform initiative that consolidates and renders more coherent the work of the 
organization in the crucial area of gender equality and women’s empowerment. As a 
country that is home to more than 500 million women, India is unwaveringly committed 
to the objectives of UN Women. Our Constitution enshrines gender equality and 
affirmative action to ensure women’s empowerment. It is an area of key national 
priority and constitutes the focus of many flagship socio-economic programs and 
policies. 
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 After remaining actively engaged in the inter-governmental process that led to 
the creation of UN Women, my delegation is committed to its early operationalisation as 
a matter of priority. The consideration of this inaugural budget is an important step in 
this regard.  
 
 We have been extremely fortunate in the appointment of H.E. Ms. Michelle 
Bachelet as the first Under Secretary General of UN Women with her formidable political 
experience and reputation.   We believe it is important that Under Secretary General 
Bachelet is given due resources and support staff. 
 
 We are committed to ensuring that the new Entity is equipped with adequate 
resources to smoothly navigate the transitional period and to make it a fully effective 
and functional body. We support an adequately staffed office of the Under-Secretary-
General to provide direct support to her during the critical transitional phase and 
beyond. 
 
 Needless to add, a well resourced UN Women is imperative to meet the 
enormous global challenges in the area of women’s empowerment. It is also important 
that resources are transparently assigned and utilized to reflect the common priorities 
of the entire membership of the United Nations keeping in mind the universal, neutral 
and representative character of the Entity.  
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 
 The hybrid nature of the new entity with contribution from both regular and 
extra-budgetary resources is an innovative addition to its financing and structure. We 
note that in the current budget proposal, only 1.4% of the total estimate of US$ 500 
million is proposed for financing from the regular budget.  
 
 While the regular budget contribution has been designed to be small, it is 
particularly important from the perspective of ensuring intergovernmental participation 
and oversight in the normative functions and processes of the Entity. This strategic 
oversight by the UN membership must be maintained as we move forward. We believe 
that this issue merits close consideration and constant review by the Fifth Committee. 
We must guard against the unintended dilution of the role of the General Assembly in 
overseeing its normative processes.  
 
Mr. Chairman,  
 
 In concluding, my delegation reiterates our commitment to the early 
operationalisation of UN Women. We assure Under Secretary General Bachelet  and 
through you, the members of our willingness to remain constructively engaged in the 
process of considering and finalizing resource requirements for UN Women from the 
regular budget.    
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 Madame Under Secretary General, there are high expectations from your office 
in this critical area of development and advancement of women.   You must succeed.  
And we are with you in ensuring your success and that of UN Women. 
 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
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