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Mr. Chairman, 
 
 On behalf of the delegation of India I wish to convey to you, as well as the other 
members of the Bureau our felicitations on your election.  I would like to assure you of 
my delegations’ full support and cooperation in the deliberations and the work of this 
Committee. 
 
 My delegation welcomes the appointment of Mr. Ocampo as Under Secretary 
General for Economic and Social Affairs and expresses our appreciation for his statement 
to the Third Committee yesterday. Mr. Ocampo rightly focussed this Committee’s 
attention on the core challenge before the international community as one of ensuring 
that growth is equitable, inclusive, pro-development and supportive of equality between 
men and women.  
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 
 My delegation associates itself with the statement made by the distinguished 
Permanent Representative of Morocco in his capacity as Chairman of the Group of 77, 
under this agenda item. 
 
 We wish to express our appreciation for the high quality of the reports of the 
Secretary General under the agenda items. We also thank the Social Policy Division for 
the Report on The World Social Situation, 2003. The report starkly reminds us that 1.2 
billion people live in absolute poverty, and that “lack of policies and measures to bring 
people living on the margins of society into the mainstream can only be seen as a major 
policy failure of the Governments of all countries”, developed or developing.  The report 
reminds that aims of the World Summit for Social Development are a long way from 
becoming a reality.  The fact that 51 percent of the population in sub-Saharan Africa live 



on less than $1 a day; the fact that 113 million children of primary school age, 94 
percent of them in developing countries, are not enrolled in school; the fact that 3 
million children are infected by HIV/AIDS are only some reminders that the international 
community is not adequately seized of the gravity of the situation.  We hope that the 
incisive report will generate momentum for action.   
 
 A word of caution however. In analysing the world social situation, the report 
adopts a thematic approach and addresses the issue of ‘social vulnerability’. It states as 
a basic premise, that “all groups face vulnerabilities that are largely the outcome of 
economic, social and cultural barriers that restrict opportunities for and impede the 
social integration and participation of the members of the group.”  Unfortunately, this 
basic assumption is somewhat simplistic  - that the issue is one of removal of “barriers”, 
which would resolve the problems.  On the contrary, the problem is one of greater 
complexity and one of “economic, social and cultural situations” rather than “economic, 
social and cultural barriers” and, therefore needs a more comprehensive approach, both 
at the international and national levels. 
 
Mr. Chairman,  
 

The constant efforts by India since our Independence have resulted in several 
significant improvements in the social situation, inter alia, in the sectors of health, 
education and employment, including a decline of the proportion of population below 
the poverty line from 55 percent in 1973-74 to 26 percent in 1999-2000 and a rise in 
literacy rates from 18 percent in 1951 to 65 percent in 2001. 
 

We are, however, fully cognisant of the fact that there cannot be any letup in 
efforts at achieving our social development objectives.  The Planning Commission of 
India, which is entrusted with planning for India’s socio-economic development, 
recognises that “the focus of policy for reducing poverty in the country will have to be 
on reducing the vulnerability of the poor and providing them with the capabilities to 
access opportunities as and where they arise.” Health and education are identified as 
key areas of vulnerability that need to addressed. 
 

In India, the evolution of the political system has, over the years, led to the 
betterment of the degree and quality of participation of the people of India in its political 
processes.  The processes of democratic participation in India’s political, economic and 
social development have been energised through the ‘Panchayati Raj’ system which has 
revolutionised grass-root administration through the administering of village affairs by 
an elected council of five, including in the implementation of development programmes.  
The importance of democratic institutions for developmental processes to succeed 
cannot be overemphasized.  

 
Another key ingredient is strengthened international cooperation.  Poverty 

eradication remains a national responsibility and Governments have formulated 
strategies best suited to their own situations for eradication of poverty.  However, 
poverty eradication requires resources on a far greater scale than is available now, as 
the Prime Minister of India pointed out in his recent address to the UN General 
Assembly.  We would welcome an analytical assessment by the Division of Social Policy 



on the critical nature of greater international assistance for the successful achievement 
of social development objectives in developing countries.                             
 
 The report of the Secretary General on the follow-up to the Second World 
Assembly on Ageing suggests a road map for the implementation of the Madrid 
International Plan of Action on Ageing.  The concept is innovative and will need to be 
examined carefully from the perspective of feasibility and effectiveness of 
implementation as well as adaptability to suit different national situations.  India is 
committed to providing an effective environment to secure the goals of economic and 
emotional security for the elderly.  In 1999, the National Policy for Older Persons which 
takes a comprehensive view of the needs of the aged, was adopted.  A five-year Plan of 
Action from 2000-2005 is presently being implemented. While the population of India is 
comparatively young, India is expected to have 100 million elderly persons by the year 
2013. The challenges of addressing the needs of the elderly population will require 
special attention owing to the fact that a majority (estimated 80 percent) will be in rural 
areas making access difficult, feminisation of the elderly population and a large 
percentage (estimated 30 percent) will be below the poverty line.  
 
 India is also engaged in addressing the situation of the youth whose capabilities 
and contributions are seen as critical in shaping the future of India. Over the past 30 
years several initiatives involving the rural youth have been adopted and are being 
successfully implemented. During the 10th five year Plan, currently being implemented, 
vocational training and employment promotion have been the main areas of focus. 
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 
 As we move towards the tenth anniversary of the World Summit for Social 
Development, the need to assess and address the gaps in the commitments made and 
results achieved assumes greater urgency, because as has been rightly pointed out, the 
World Summit for Social Development had sought to put people at the centre of 
development, and it is the well-being of the people that needs to be the focus of all our 
efforts. 
 

I thank you. 
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