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Mr. President 
 

At the outset, I would like to thank you for convening this interactive thematic 
debate on the role of international criminal justice in reconciliation.  
 
Mr. President,  

 
Peace and justice are intertwined. There is no peace without justice and there is 

no justice without peace. A coherent application of the rule of law at all levels of 
governance is a precondition of avoiding conflicts and ensuring peace and justice. This 
applies to both international and national affairs.  

 
As such, publicly vindicating human rights norms and punishing those who are 

guilty helps to prevent future atrocities in conflict and post-conflict situations. 
Individual accountability for massive crimes should not only be seen as an essential part 
of preventive strategy but also help arrest the culture of impunity. 
 
Mr. President, 
 
 India believes that accountability, as an essential element of international 
criminal justice system, does not only reflect a desire for justice but also meet the 
important objective of reconciliation as part of post-conflict peace building.   

 
India also firmly believes that international efforts to address the issues of 

serious crimes of international concern and impunity should be anchored in the UN 
Charter and international law.  

 

Mr. President,  
 

It is also necessary that the international justice system be supplemented by 
substantial post-conflict economic assistance and social rehabilitation. Reconciliation 
carries with it not only an element of justice for victims by bringing perpetrators of 
atrocities to book but also promotion of peaceful co-existence; focusing on 
developmental needs and the democratic principles; and settling the disputes through 
peaceful means.  

 
A synergy of these measures alone will help avoid emergence of conflict situations 

and commission of mass crimes, as well as establish sustainable peace, security and 
stability in post-conflict situations. It is, therefore, absolutely necessary that sufficient 



resources are made available for building institutions and state structures. Resources for 
the work of the international justice system alone will not suffice.  
 
Mr. President,  
 

Since the rule of law serves as a key element in the conflict prevention and 
peacekeeping as well as conflict resolution and peacebuilding, India has always 
supported international cooperation for the development and codification of 
international criminal law and to strengthen the rule of law as a whole.  

 
India has also been a supporter of international cooperation to suppress and 

deter heinous crimes of international concern through the relevant judicial instruments.  
 
At the same time, Mr. President, India firmly believes that we need to 

strengthen the rule of law at the international level by avoiding selectivity, partiality, 
and double standards as well as by freeing the international criminal justice institutions 
from the clutches of political considerations.  
 
 The system of accountability has not only to operate but also seen to be operating 
uniformly. Any selective application will ruin the credibility of the international criminal 
justice system and force people to view it as an instrument to meet the political 
objectives of the powerful states. 
 
 Moreover, Mr. President, we need to ensure that international criminal justice 
does not become what one author has said “the attractive spectacle of courtroom drama, 
which pits darkness against forces of light and reduces the world to a manageable 
narrative”.  
 
Mr. President,  
 

It is also necessary to underscore that long-term peace and reconciliation can 
take place not through international mechanisms but through building national 
institutions by means of capacity building efforts. Domestic reform constituencies must 
be fostered in an effort to build the capacity of national justice systems and to reinforce 
the rule of law. 

These measures alone will ensure that the world community is able to meet the 
challenges that face us today, including accountability, reconciliation, and resolution of 
conflict situations as well as post-conflict peacebuilding.  

                                                
I thank you. 
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