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Statement by Mr. Vinay Sheel Oberoi, Secretary, Ministry of Women and Child 
Development on Agenda Item: “Follow-up to the Fourth World Conference on Women 

and to the twenty-third special session of the General Assembly, entitled “Women 2000: 
gender equality, development and peace for the twenty-first century” at the 59th Session 

of the Commission of the Status of Women on  March 11, 2015 
 
Madam Chair, 
 
At the outset, on behalf of the Indian delegation, I congratulate you on your election as the 
Chair, and wish the Commission all success in its work.  
 
We appreciate the role played by the Commission of the Status of Women and the UN 
Women in advancing the imperative of gender equality and empowerment of women. 
 
The 20th anniversary of our commitments made in Beijing in 1995, the elaboration of post 
2015 Development Agenda and the High Level review in the area of women, peace and 
security, together provide us with an unprecedented and historic opportunity to revitalize 
our efforts for achieving equality, development and peace for all women. 
 
Madam Chair, 
 
India strongly believes that women are equal partners and agents of sustainable 
socioeconomic change and development. 
 
The principle of gender equality is firmly enshrined in the Indian Constitution, which also 
provides for affirmative action for empowering women.  
 
Mainstreaming of gender perspectives in legislations, policies and programmes for 
development is a high priority. Gender budgeting has been institutionalized in our annual 
budget.  
 
Over 1.3 million Indian women at the grassroots level have been brought into political 
decision making through 33 % reservation for women in local governance. Some states 
have raised reservation level to 50% for wider participation.  
 
Education for all and poverty eradication are at the heart of India’s efforts to overcome 
gender gaps and obstacles in development.   
 
The Prime Minister’s nationwide multi-sectoral initiative “Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao – 
Save the Girl Child, Educate Her –” launched early this year, aims at addressing the 
declining child sex ratio and targeting discrimination against women in a life cycle 
continuum. Awareness raising and advocacy and mindset change are pivotal elements of 
the campaign. 
 
Important steps for socio-economic empowerment of women and girls include launching a 
small deposit scheme Sukanya Samridhi Yojna for the girl child; establishment of 
Bharatiya Mahila Bank, our first all-Women’s Bank to assist women entrepreneurs; and 
are among many programmes that strengthen financial inclusion, especially for women.  
 
Our dream of a “Digital India” envisages equal skill development opportunities for women 
in IT sector. 
 
Unique to India is the 3.2 million strong,  all women’s workforce in the field, delivering 
health and nutrition related services and an important vehicle for the empowerment of 
women, especially in rural areas. 
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Mother and Child Tracking system is an innovative way to utilize ICT for targeted health 
and nutrition services. 
 
Criminal legislations have been amended, new Acts put into force and One Stop Centres 
established to provide integrated services to women in distress, especially those affected by 
violence.  
 
The media is also being encouraged to evolve self regulatory mechanisms in portraying 
messages consistent with human dignity of girls and women. 
 
The landmark “Swachcha Bharat Abhiyan”-a Clean India by 2019 includes building village 
sanitary complexes for women and make them equal partners in our efforts for a clean, 
hygienic and healthy environment.  
 
Madam Chair, 
 
A fundamental key to development process is encouraging equal partnership among all 
women, girls, men and boys in overcoming persisting and emerging challenges of the 21st 
century. Enabling use of ICTs tools in advancing gender equality and empowerment of 
women would be a game changer in this process and help overcome the digital divide. 
 
We welcome the commitments outlined in the political declaration.  With the SDGs in 
place, political will, resource mobilization, including Official Development Assistance in 
gender equality, would be critical in realizing the objectives of a truly inclusive, equitable, 
people-centered and transformative post-2015 development agenda with a gender 
perspective. Further, this would be only possible through combined efforts and 
contribution of all relevant stakeholders, including the civil society and the private sector. 
 
Thank you 


