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 I would like to thank the UN Secretary-General for convening this high-level 
meeting of the Group of Friends of the Secretary-General on Myanmar. I would also like 
to thank Ambassador Vijay Nambiar, Special Advisor on Myanmar for his briefing.  We 
are also very pleased to see the Myanmar Minister for Immigration and Population here 
and welcome him warmly. 
 
2. Myanmar is an important neighbour of India. We have always believed that peace 
and stability both on our border with Myanmar and within Myanmar are crucial for us. 
There are historical linkages between India and Myanmar with special ties of culture, 
language, trade and tradition. India’s close and multifaceted relationship with Myanmar 
has been further strengthened through exchange of visits at the highest level. The 
landmark State visit of the Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh to Myanmar in May 
2012, the first visit by an Indian Prime Minister after a gap of 25 years, was a major 
milestone in bilateral relations. 
 
3. Our PM reiterated India's readiness to extend all necessary assistance in 
accelerating Myanmar’s democratic transition and developing the capacity of 
democratic institutions such as the Parliament, National Human Rights Commission 
and the media. As a part of ongoing capacity building programme, the Prime 
Minister announced that the training slots for Myanmar nationals would be doubled 
from existing 250 to 500 per annum.  
 
4. As a close and friendly neighbour, India remains committed to extending all 
possible assistance and are appreciative of the measures taken by the Government of 
Myanmar towards greater democratisation and national reconciliation. The ongoing 
efforts of the government at political, economic and social reforms, including 
negotiation of preliminary peace agreements with several ethnic groups as well as 
dialogue with various democratic political parties, including the National League for 
Democracy led by DawAung San SuuKyi (ASSK), are significant steps in this direction. 
The smooth and peaceful conduct of bye-elections of last year represents a major 
milestone in Myanmar’s transition towards multiparty democracy.  
 
5. We have noted the developments in the Rakhine State and hard from the 
Minister what efforts the Government is making to deal with the situation.  We 
understand that the situation is currently under control and that relief and 
rehabilitation measures, including under UN auspices, are underway to provide for 
those affected.  We have extended humanitarian assistance worth US$ 1.2 million to 
Government of Myanmar as part of our support for the relief, rehabilitation and 
community building measures being undertaken in the affected areas. 
 
6. India has consistently emphasized the need for the international community to 
step up engagement with the Government of Myanmar in order to encourage the 
advancement of national reconciliation as well as socio-economic development. The 



Government of Myanmar has made significant progress towards greater 
democratization.  The Myanmar leadership, particularly President U TheinSein, has 
shown considerable vision and courage in ushering in the positive changes in the 
country. We have noted the message of tolerance, mutual respect and religious freedom 
made by President TheinSein in the wake of communal clashes in Myanmar.  In the 
message, Myanmar President reiterated his Government's commitment to respect and 
protect the right of all citizens to worship any religion freely, which conveys a 
willingness on the part of the present Government to seek a resolution to the issue in 
line with the international humanitarian regulations. The review or phasing out of 
sanctions by countries imposing such sanctions against Myanmar is a positive step.  
 
7. We urge that the UN agencies and international financial institutions must be 
fully enabled at the earliest to carry out the entire gamut of their developmental work in 
the country.We would also urge the member countries to agree to the discontinuation of 
resolution on human rights situation in Myanmar.  This would convey the world 
community's strong support and encouragement for the reform measures that are 
already underway in Myanmar. 
 
8. India supports the SG’s proposal for change in nomenclature of this Group stands 
ready to continue to play a constructive role in the process of consultations with other 
like-minded countries on the issue. 
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