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Statement  by Mr. Mayank Joshi, First Secretary at the High Level Event of the United 
Nations General Assembly marking the 20th Anniversary of the World Programme of 

Action for Youth to Highlight Priorities in the Post 2015 Development Agenda,   on 
May 29, 2015. 

 
 
 
Mr. President, 
 
 We thank you for organizing this High Level event to mark the 20th anniversary of 
the World Programme of Action for Youth (WPAY) that was adopted in 1995.  We also 
thank the Secretary General, his Special Envoy Mr. Ahmad Alhendawi and Ms. Vivian 
Onano of “Women Deliver” for their informative statements. 
 
2. We take this opportunity to reaffirm our commitment to the 15 priority areas 
identified in the WPAY for the full and effective development of young people.  We are of 
the view that our discussion today can also contribute to the Post 2015 Development 
Agenda by focusing on areas that are relevant for youth development.  The 1.8 billion 
youth are a vibrant and dynamic section of our society.  They constitute one of the most 
valuable assets that the world has.  An Agenda that ignores, or even sidelines, this reality 
cannot in fact be a Development Agenda.  Youth development is truly at the heart of all 
development. 
 
Mr. President, 
 
3. I would like to use the opportunity of this debate to highlight some of the aspects 
that are significanceto us. 
 
 
4. Firstly, a very large segment of the youth population lives in poverty, including 
abject poverty.  The tremendous potential of youth cannot be realized if the situation is not 
reversed.  It follows from this that poverty eradication must be at the centre of the Post 
2015 Development Agenda. 
 
5. Secondly, health and education of the youth population are central to the realization 
of the demographic dividend.  This, therefore, needs to figure prominently and upfront in 
the Post 2015 Development Agenda that we will adopt in September this year. 
 
6. Thirdly, skills development and creation of employment opportunities are 
important focus areas when we speak of youth and the Post 2015 Development Agenda.  It 
is not just about the realizing the potential.  It is also about being conscious of the risks 
that we would run if there are millions of youth without jobs and without the skills 
required for them to be get gainful employment. 
 
Mr. President, 
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7. In India, the population between the ages 15 & 29 years, comprises 27.5% of the 
total population.  There is, therefore, the proverbial demographic dividend for us to reap.  
OurNational Youth Population is designed to do exactly that.  We seek to empower the 
youth by giving priority to 11 critical areas that include education, health, skills 
development, employment and sports. A new Ministry of Skills Development & 
Entrepreneurship has been set up.  The newly launched Skills Development Initiative aims 
at capacity building and increasing the employability of our large youth population. 
 
Mr. President, 
 
8. In conclusion, India remains committed to the implementation of WPAY.  Our 
delegation will also support the important role of youth and issues which affect them in the 
Post 2015 Development Agenda. 
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