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Statement by Mrs. Mukta D. Tomar, Counsellor on Elimination of Racism 
and Racial Discrimination (Agenda Item: 115) and Rights of Peoples to 
Self-Determiniation (Agenda Item: 116) at the Third Committee of the 

58th Session of the UN General Assembly on October 31, 2003 
 
 
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 
 We thank the Secretary General for his reports on the agenda items 115 and 116 on 
the “Elimination of racism and racial discrimination” and “Right of peoples to self-
determination” respectively.  We also thank Mr. Doudou Diene, Special Rapporteur of the 
Commission on Human Rights on the question of fight against racism, racial discrimination, 
xenophobia and related tolerance, and the Special Rapporteur on the question of the use of 
mercenaries, Mr. Enrique Ballesteros, for their useful introductory statements.   
 

My delegation associates itself with the statement made by the distinguished 
representative of Morocco in his capacity as Chairman of the Group of 77, under the 
agenda item 115. 

 
Mr. Chairman, 
 

Two years ago, at the World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, 
Xenophobia and Related Intolerance we agreed to ensure that there is no state-sponsored, 
institutionalised discrimination against any individual citizen or group of citizens; that States 
do not condone or encourage regressive social attitudes which promote the pernicious ills 
of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance.  The battle against 
racism cannot be won by policing of behaviour and attitudes within member States by the 
United Nations.  On the contrary, the battle has to be fought within societies in each nation 
to change thought-processes and attitudes.  To this effect, action by States for the 
promulgation of stringent national laws, their strict implementation and the setting up of 
independent national institutions with powers to address manifestations of racism, needs 
heightened attention.  We agree with the Secretary General when he speaks of the vision 
of a world created by globalisation as “a world characterised by the belief that diversity of 
human cultures is something to be celebrated, not feared.” 

  
Mr. Chairman,  
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We have studied carefully the report prepared by the Special Rapporteur on the 
fight against racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance.  We 
appreciate the work done by the Special Rapporteur, and thank him for his report; but at 
the same time, are concerned at some of the ideas expressed in the report:   

 
In paragraph 12, reference is made to the Special Rapporteur’s concern “at the 

adoption by countries of legislation which violates human rights on the pretext of 
combating terrorism.”  He also speaks in paragraph 8 of the promotion of a “culture of fear 
through language which focuses excessively on security and counter-terrorism”.  Today we 
live in a world which is so globalised that each and every life lost through an unnatural 
cause is one too many, the pain of which is felt worldwide.  Yet, there are countries where 
thousands of lives have been lost on account of terrorist attacks. In these countries, there 
is no “pretext of combating terrorism.”  Combating terrorism is, unfortunately, not a 
pretext, but a reality of life in many countries today. It is a prerequisite necessary for 
protecting the human rights, principally the right to life, of its entire people.  At a time 
when global technological advancements provide terrorists an edge, and the international 
nature of terrorism is amply evident, special care must be taken to ensure that the global 
efforts at combating terrorism are not undermined by those who seek to protect the human 
rights of only the terrorists, and not of the victims of their heinous acts. 
 
 The representative of Pakistan chose to use his statement under these agenda 
items to vilify and denigrate the institutions of democratic governance in India. Perhaps no 
different behaviour could have been expected from those whose experience and traditions 
are so alien to the democratic spirit, and who have been making every effort to disparage 
and defame democracy, democratic traditions and democratic institutions, particularly 
those of a successful democracy. After all, the genetic make-up of military regimes with its 
characteristic whimsicality and lack of accountability and bent on self-perpetuation would 
admit nothing better. Those who observe and study that society would have much to tell 
about sectarian violence and constitutional sanction for discrimination against minorities 
which even extend to many Muslim sects. Pakistan cannot hope to pursue a policy of any 
‘enlightened moderation’ without first demonstrating that a polity where the armed forces 
control civilians rather than vice-versa as in any democracy, is capable of even ‘moderate 
enlightenment’ when dealing with serious social and human rights issues.   
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 

My delegation also thanks the Special Rapporteur on the question of the use of 
mercenaries for his report.  As usual, the Special Rapporteur has presented a 
comprehensive and detailed report which looks at the issue at hand in an extremely 
objective manner, and provides in-depth information and analysis which will enable a better 
understanding of the complexities of the issue. 
 

The report highlights once again the universal and omnipresent nature of the 
mercenary menace.  My delegation also appreciates the work of the Special Rapporteur on 
addressing the subject of the legal definition of a ‘mercenary’ to which member States will, 
no doubt, give careful consideration. 
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Mr. Chairman, 

 
In his message of May 20 this year, the Secretary General noted that “Achieving 

self-government for the peoples of the world has been one of the cardinal goals of the 
United Nations since its inception.  Under the Organization’s auspices, more than 80 million 
people have exercised their right of self-determination, and decolonisation can truly be 
considered a United Nations success story.” 
 

We fully subscribe to and appreciate these observations of the Secretary General.  
India has played a leading role in the historic struggle for decolonisation, and was at the 
forefront of the movement to secure the rights of peoples to self-determination so that 
those under alien subjugation, domination and exploitation could freely determine their 
own political status and pursue their economic, social and cultural development. 
 

Self-determination has been recognised for long as the right of peoples of non-self 
governing colonies and trust territories to independence and self-government.  Today, 
Palestine remains the unfinished task in the realisation of the right of peoples to self-
determination. India has maintained unwavering support and solidarity for the people of 
Palestine to attain their inalienable rights, including the right to self-determination. My 
delegation has reiterated its full support for the Peace Process and the Quartet Roadmap 
which would realise the dream of the peoples of both Palestine and Israel to live in peace, 
side by side within recognised and secure borders, thus realising the right to self-
determination of the Palestinian people. In this context, we would like to underline the 
need for the international community to exercise due vigilance in ensuring that the 
legitimate freedom struggle of the Palestinian people is not undermined by equating 
terrorist and insurgent activities with the struggle of the people of Palestine.    

 
Once exercised, the right of self-determination enables a whole people to freely 

choose their own form of Government and for all segments of society to collectively 
participate in national decision-making through representative, democratic institutions.  

 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
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