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STATEMENT BY DR. CHARAN DAS MAHANT, MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT, ON AGENDA 

ITEM 62[A] & [B] – JOINT DEBATE ON THE NEW PARTNERSHIP FOR AFRIA’S 
DEVELOPMENT: PROGRESS IN IMPLEMENTATION AND INTERNATIOJNAL SUPPORT; 

2001-2010: DECADE TO ROLL BACK MALARIA IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES, 
PARTICULARLY IN AFRICA AT THE 65TH SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY ON OCTOBER 14, 2010 
 
Mr. President, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
I am honoured to speak on behalf of India at today’s joint debate on the New 
Partnership for Africa’s Development. Let me begin by thanking the Secretary-General 
for his reports on the items under discussion, including the Eighth consolidated progress 
report on implementation and international support to NEPAD.  
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We align ourselves with the statement delivered by the distinguished Representative of 
Yemen on behalf of the Group of 77 and China. 
  
The New Partnership for Africa's Development articulates “both a vision and a strategic 
socio-economic development framework for Africa". It reflects the commitment of 
African countries to undertake their own programs of development, and the 
commitment of the international community to support these efforts.  
 
India applauds the progress achieved by African countries in implementation of the 
NEPAD priorities through the various multi-sectoral initiatives. We further welcome the 
integration of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) into the structures 
and processes of the African Union through, inter alia, the establishment of the NEPAD 
Planning and Coordinating Agency (NPCA) as a technical body of the African Union.  
 
Mr. President,  
 
Despite these positive developments, serious challenges remain to be addressed before 
the African continent can achieve sustainable peace and prosperity. Most African 
countries remain off-track with respect to achieving the Millennium Development Goals. 
Conflict, poverty, lack of adequate nutrition and other malaises continue to shackle the 
tremendous potential of the African people.  
 
It is universally acknowledged that addressing Africa's development needs and 
challenges require unwavering commitment and resolute action not only from within 
Africa, but equally important, from outside the continent by its partners through 
sustained cooperation including transfer of resources, technology, and an enabling 
international environment. The role of the international community in Africa’s 
development is indispensable and crucial.  

This is recognized in a number of multilateral and bilateral initiatives directed at Africa. 
This is also recognized in a number of international conferences and summits including 
the recently concluded High-Level Plenary Meeting of the General Assembly on the 
Millennium Development Goals that brought into sharp focus the special needs of Africa 
and the urgency of galvanizing international efforts. This role finds further articulation in 
a number of declarations, resolutions and plans of action in support of Africa to which 
the international community has pledged adherence. 

In spite of the commitments and initiatives, there is a gap between promise and 
delivery by the international community that needs to be addressed on a priority basis. 
First and foremost, NEPAD can succeed only if the global partnership delivers in terms 
of resources. The picture on the ground is not inspiring. Official Development Assistance 
to Africa is estimated to have reached US$ 44 billion in 2009. This leaves a shortfall of 
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US$ 16 billion relative to the Gleneagles target set in 2005. In this context, we would 
like to stress the urgent fulfillment of the commitments made by the Group of Eight at 
the 2005 Gleneagles Summit.  

Mr. President, 
 
India’s own links with Africa go back a long way. They are anchored in a history of 
civilizational contact and friendship across the Indian Ocean. Our friendship and 
cooperation has been further strengthened through a common journey of anti-colonial 
struggle and post-colonial nation-building. 
 
Today, our long and historic relationship has evolved into a sustainable and enduring 
partnership that embraces the entire spectrum of human engagement. In the economic 
realm, it translates into a vibrant economic partnership that covers, inter alia, 
infrastructure development, capacity-building, agriculture, health and food security, 
development of SMEs, and information and communication technology.  
 
India has so far extended over US $ 3 billion concessional lines of credit to countries in 
Africa. These have been used in projects as prioritized by the African countries 
themselves. During the India-Africa Forum Summit held in April 2008 in New Delhi, 
India decided to extend additional lines of credit of US $ 5.4 billion over the next five 
years. It includes an allocation of US$ 300 million to be utilized by the African Union in 
support of NEPAD objectives. This line of credit is in addition to the US $ 200 million 
line of credit extended to NEPAD in 2002, most of which stands utilized. At the same 
time, India had proposed to undertake projects against grants in excess of US $ 500 
million over the next five to six years. These are being implemented in consultation with 
our African partners. 
 
India is also unilaterally making available duty free and quota free market access for 
goods from 34 Least Developed Countries in Africa. This covers 94% of India’s total 
tariff lines and provides preferential market access on tariff lines that comprise 92.5% 
of global exports of all LDCs.  
 
The Pan African E-network project is another far-reaching initiative undertaken by India 
in Africa. It aims at sharing our expertise in the fields of healthcare and education. It 
symbolizes India’s commitment to transferring skills and technology to Africa by 
bridging the digital divide within the framework of South-South Cooperation. It will 
connect 53 African countries into one network through satellite, fiber optics and 
wireless links to provide tele-education, tele-medicine and voice and video conference 
facilities. We expect the Project to bring major benefits to Africa in capacity building.  
 
India has also been at the forefront of contributing to Africa’s human resource 
development efforts. The Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC) 
Programme has benefited thousands of experts and students from Africa who have 
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been coming for training courses in professional institutions in India since 1964. Apart 
from provision of experts, we are providing training to African personnel in diverse 
fields such as agriculture and agro processing, entrepreneurship development, tool 
design, small business creation, promotion of rural industries and information 
technology. In addition, several thousand African students are currently studying in 
Indian universities and colleges.  
 
Mr. President,  
 
India is also a steady contributor to the maintenance of peace and security in conflict-
torn regions of Africa through our long-term involvement in peacekeeping efforts on the 
continent over the past six decades. Presently, India has over 7000 peacekeepers 
serving in Africa, including a 4000 strong contingent in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo. 
 
India’s first full all-female formed police unit serves with distinction in Liberia. It has 
earned laurels for its pioneering role in this regard which, in addition to normal 
peacekeeping, has included their successful outreach to vulnerable sections of the 
society, particularly women and children.  
 
Mr. President,  
 
India is steadfastly committed to the peace, stability and socio-economic development 
of Africa. India and Africa are joined in a common quest for sustainable economic 
growth and development. A blueprint for further intensifying the engagement between 
India and Africa is contained in the Delhi Declaration and the Africa-India Framework 
for Cooperation that was adopted during the landmark India-Africa Forum Summit held 
in Delhi in April 2008. We will continue to accord the highest priority to furthering our 
multi-dimensional partnership with Africa, which encompasses priority sectors integral 
to the developmental goals of Africa. 
 
I thank you.  
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