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Mr. President, 

I am pleased to represent India in this first meeting of the High-Level Political Forum (HLPF) after 
the adoption of the landmark 2030 Agenda with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) at its 
core. 

As the world moves from deliberation to implementation, this meeting of the HLPF is an 
important milestone in taking the first steps of our collective journey for reviewing the progress 
we make in achieving the SDGs. 

Mr. President, 

Going forward, we need to ensure that our efforts remain faithful to the letter and spirit of the 
ambition, political will and vision of our leaders - 

- ambition to end poverty within a generation; 
- political will to move the world towards a cleaner and more sustainable pathway for 

shared prosperity; 
- vision of holistic and all round development founded on the fundamental premise of 

human dignity. 
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Mr. President, 

India attaches great importance to the SDGs, not least because there is a strong correlation 
between these goals and targets and the developmental vision articulated by the Indian 
Government led by Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi.   

From India’s perspective, we see our key policy initiatives and programmes – be it Make in India, 
Digital India, Swachh Bharat, Skill India, Smart Cities or Beti Bachao Beti Padhao – directly 
reflected in the SDGs.   

The developmental vision of India was best articulated by Prime Minister Modi himself when he 
said that the highest priority of the Government is “to provide a house over every head, power for 
every house, sanitation and clean water within everyone’s reach, a hope for every child to survive 
and a chance for every new mother to love her child.  This also means clean rivers, air that we can 
breathe and forests filled with the sound of birds”. 

Since then, Prime Minister Modi has spoken passionately about the SDGs and the opportunity 
they present to take the world towards a better future.  He has exhorted the Parliament to 
debate the SDGs and has called for their speedy implementation. 

Mr. President, 

India’s success in eradicating poverty made an important contribution to the global achievement 
of the MDGs.  

I have no doubt that India will likewise make a central and invaluable contribution to the global 
achievement of the SDGs. 

Mr. President, 

We have taken robust initial steps for creating an institutional framework for the implementation 
of SDGs in India.   

The National Institution for Transforming India or NITI Aayog - that I head as Vice Chairperson - 
has the overall responsibility for coordination of national efforts for implementation of SDGs.   

We are organizing a series of workshops and seminars to involve all Ministries and Departments 
not just at the Centre but also at the State level. In the spirit of cooperative federalism, we have 
also significantly enhanced the allocation of resources to our state governments so that these 
could be better utilized taking the local conditions into account. 

We are committed to providing a platform to bring together all stakeholders like sub-national 
/state authorities, civil society organizations, academia, think-tanks, private sector etc. to achieve 
greater convergence and efficiency in the follow-up process. 

At the same time, the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation is working with other 
Ministries and Departments to evolve national level indicators and building up statistical capacity 
to better collect and measure data for progress. 
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I am confident that when India presents its first Voluntary National Review next year, we will be 
well on our way to a coordinated effort to implement the SDGs and monitor progress. 

Mr. President, 

In today’s interdependent world however, the success of the SDGs will depend on much more 
than the efforts of individual countries. Only a joint effort in the spirit of global partnership - as 
agreed under SDG 17 -can steer us towards our collective goals.  

We will not achieve the global transformation we aspire to, if we do not work collectively to 
secure global public goods.  

It is particularly important for developed countries to take the visible lead in addressing the 
sustainability challenge by rapidly reducing their per capita emissions, urgently moving towards 
sustainable lifestyles and providing enhanced resources to assist the poorer countries who are 
disproportionately impacted by natural disasters and health pandemics. 

The follow-up and review process here at the United Nations should therefore pay special 
attention to our efforts in mobilizing financial and technological support for the Least Developed 
Countries and Small Island Developing States. 

Mr. President, 

You can count on India’s proactive role in walking in-step with the world on this collective journey 
and succeeding in achieving the SDGs by 2030. 

I thank you. 

***** 

 


