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Mr. President,  
  
India remains deeply concerned at the unabated violence in Syria and the suffering it 
continue to cause to the Syrian people. The military approach pursued by various sides 
to the conflict has undermined the efforts for a political solution to the crisis. Violence 
has assumed a serious sectarian nature, and terrorist groups, including al Qaida, have 
entrenched themselves. All these developments will have long-term repercussions for 
national, regional and international peace and security. Reports on the alleged use of 
chemical weapons are also deeply worrying.  
  
2. We strongly condemn all violence in Syria as well as all violations of international 
humanitarian and human rights law, irrespective of who their perpetrators are. We 
condemn all attacks directed at women and children, civilians, UN peacekeepers and 
public institutions and infrastructure. We also condemn in the strongest terms possible 
all terrorist acts that have been and continue to be committed in Syria.  
  
3. We are particularly concerned that UN peacekeepers have been repeatedly targeted by 
rebel groups and taken hostage, including on two occasions in the recent past. This is 
completely unacceptable. It is imperative that the sanctity of United Nations 
peacekeepers be respected by all sides. A clear signal must sent by the United Nations 
that such acts will not be tolerated and will attract the full weight of the international 
community against the perpetrators.  
  
4. Since the beginning of he crisis in Syria, India has consistently called on all parties to 
abjure violence, dissociate themselves from terrorist groups, and pursue a peaceful and 
inclusive political process to address the grievances of all sections of Syrian society. We 
have also contributed to mitigate the humanitarian impact of the crisis by providing 
assistance worth US$ 2.5 million.  
  
5. We believe that the Joint Communique of the Geneva Group adopted in June 2012 
provides a good basis for resolution of the Syrian crisis through a Syrian-led political 
process that respects Syria's independence, territorial integrity and sovereignty, involves 
all sections of Syrian society and meets their legitimate aspirations. The task of the 
international community, anchored in the United Nations, is to assist the Syrian parties 
in this process, without pre-judging its outcome. Also, it is important that further 
militarization of the conflict, including support for terrorist and armed groups, ceases 
forthwith.  
  
6. These are the principles that have guided our consideration of the draft that the 
Assembly has just voted upon. Whether a group, any group, is the legitimate 
representative of the Syrian people or not can only be determined by the Syrian people, 
not this Assembly. Therefore certain provisions of this resolution can be interpreted as 



effecting regime change by sleight of hand. This is a dangerous precedent which we 
cannot acquiesce in. We would once again reiterate our position that the leadership of 
Syria is a matter for Syrians to decide themselves.  
  
7. As we have said earlier, unilateral action of any kind will not resolve the crisis. It will 
only exacerbate the problem and cause greater instability and violence even beyond 
Syria's borders. We think that following the settlement of the conflict, Syrians 
themselves should establish accountability for crimes committed by Syria. This cannot 
be  done by outsiders. We also believe that promotion of political dialogue requires 
engagement with all parties concerned, and calls for boycott of the government and 
support of the opposition will not help. Due to these shortcomings, Mr. 
President, we have abstained on the resolution.  
  
8. India remains committed to support the efforts of the United Nations, including Joint 
Special Representative Lakdhar Brahimi, to resolve the Syrian crisis expeditiously 
through inclusive political dialogue among Syrian parties. We also welcome the recent 
decision by the Russian Federation and the United States to convene a meeting of the 
Action Group with the Syrian parties, and hope that all sides will engage seriously, 
realistically and unconditionally to resolve the crisis in the interests of the Syrian 
people, the region and the larger international community.  
  
I thank you.  
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