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Mr. President,  

Thank you for organizing this discussion on Peacekeeping.  

As one of the most active participants in UN peacekeeping operations, India attaches 
great significance to UN Peacekeeping and its key role in the maintenance of 
international peace and security.  

Mr. President,  

The context of UN Peacekeeping is changing and this changing scenario is demanding 
changes in our response. It is, therefore, good that we are having across the board 
discussions on UN peacekeeping in different fora. Our delegation has engaged 
constructively and made meaningful contributions to the evolution of the policy 
discourse on UN peacekeeping.  

Mr. President,  

Our experience in UN peacekeeping is unparalleled and our credentials can be matched 
by few others. We have been present in virtually every UN peacekeeping operation. 
Today we are present in significant numbers in UNIFIL, UNMIS, MONUSCO, MINUSTAH, 
UNMIL, UNDOF and UNMIT. In response to a request from the UN we have tripled our 
police contribution to MINUSTAH.  

Indeed, as I speak here, more than 8000 Indian soldiers and police-personnel are 
deployed in UN Peacekeeping. It is they who are converting the Council’s word into 
action, and, they do so in exceedingly challenging circumstances and situations.  

I am happy that in the long tradition of supporting UN Peacekeeping by providing senior 
leadership, we have just seconded Lt Gen Chander Prakash Wadhwa from the Indian 



Army to be the Force Commander in MONUSCO. I am happy that he is here in the 
Council today.  

Mr President,  

The role of women in peacekeeping has been a key focus for the Security Council. We 
have tried to be in the forefront to meet the Council’s aspirations in this too. I draw 
your attention here to the Indian Female FPU in Liberia which has not only brought 
credit to UN Peacekeeping but have also added possible new and very much required 
dimensions to the scope to the efforts of UN peacekeeping. We are also working on the 
possibility of increasing such Female peacekeepers.  

Mr. President,  

The nature of the Security Council’s mandates and the manner in which they are 
generated is an area of that requires a good look at. In today’s context, mandates have 
been found to be too broad and detached from realities on the ground.  

It is important that mandates are clear and achievable and in keeping with the available 
capabilities and resources. This is particularly true for uniformed personnel, who by 
virtue of their organizational cultures, are used to clear instructions and objectives. 
Unrealistic mandates also lead to situations where the Mission starts asking contingents 
to undertake tasks and utilize COE in a manner that is inconsistent with the legal 
framework of their deployment agreed between the contributing countries and the UN.  

This, of course, demands substantively engaging the countries who contribute 
manpower and resources to the Peacekeeping Operations and we can only reiterate the 
critical imperative that such consultations with troop contributing countries are to be 
substantive, meaningful and provide the bedrock to Council’s mandates on 
Peacekeeping. Though  

there have been improvements on this front, much remains to be done. For example, 
we are yet to be briefed in detail about recent developments in the UNIFIL operational 
area despite our troops being there. We have also had occasions in recent times 
regarding some specific events in a UN operations in West Africa, where we have 
peacekeepers on the ground and have command and control issues, in terms of 
keeping us in the loop in New York.  

Mr. President,  

Peacekeeping for long was essentially about blue helmets and establishing a measure of 
security. In the type of crises that we face today we need much broader array of 
responses than the pure security one. Today’s peacekeepers have come to play a 
critical role in humanitarian emergencies around the world and are often thrust in the 
midst of civil wars. Frequently they are called upon to protect civilian populations when 



they have been uprooted from their homes. Law and order challenges have added a 
civilian dimension to the peacekeeping operations. Disarming the combatants and 
reforming the security sector have become essential to the peacekeeping strategy.  

In such circumstances we need to be particularly concerned in ensuring operational 
support to the troops on the ground. Lack of equipments, spares, and inadequate living 
conditions are few critical areas that rarely receive attention. Forces are not given 
sufficient time to prepare for operations on the ground. It is also important that there is 
clear recognition that better Peacekeeping would requires more resources, human and 
material including command.  

Mr. President,  

In closing, I salute the peacekeepers from my country and fellow nations who have laid 
their lives for the UN Missions. India reiterates its commitment to work with the United 
Nations in the maintenance of international peace and security.  

I thank you Mr. President.  
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