
 

 
 
Statement by Mr.A.Gopinathan, Deputy Permanent Representative, on 
Agenda item 98:  Implementation of the First United Nations Decade 

for the Eradication of Poverty (1997-2006 on   October 23, 2003 
 
Mr.Chairman, 

 
We would like to convey our appreciation for the report of the Secretary General on the 

“Implementation of the UN Decade for the Eradication of Poverty”. We associate ourselves with 
the statement made under this item by Morocco on behalf of the Group of 77. 
 
Mr.Chairman, 
 
 The annual consideration of this item in the Second Committee affords us an opportunity 
to take stock of the progress achieved so far, to identify the bottlenecks and to put in place 
appropriate responses to overcome these bottlenecks. Poverty is multi-dimensional. It expresses 
itself in the form of hunger, malnutrition, illiteracy and lack of amenities such as safe drinking 
water and sanitation, shelter, health facilities and employment. The challenge for any poverty 
reduction policy is to address these issues meaningfully, effectively and in a result-oriented 
manner. We need a strategy for development which focuses on economic growth on a broad 
front with specific programmes designed to address human development issues. 
 
 The projections by the international financial institutions and development agencies on 
the prospects for achieving the global poverty reduction target in the Millennium Declaration, of 
reducing the proportion of people living in poverty by half, by the year 2015 are not very 
encouraging. The World Development Report 2004 indicates that the basic services fail poor 
people in access and in quantity and quality. Improvements in human welfare will not occur 
unless poor people receive wider access to affordable and better quality services in health, 
education, water, sanitation and electricity. Though growth is essential, growth alone will not be 
enough to reach the goal. The projected growth in per capita GDP will enable only five of the six 
developing regions to reach the goal for reducing poverty. Africa will miss the target by over 10 
percentage points. In fact, the number of people living on less than $1 a day in Africa will 
increase. 
 
 The challenge is formidable.  As mentioned by my delegation on many previous 
occasions, national efforts to eradicate poverty by themselves would not be sufficient to meet 
these challenges. Studies by the World Bank have estimated that additional US $ 50 billion a year 
in ODA alone will be required.  The role of the international community in making available 
financial resources, transferring technology and providing support for building human and 
institutional capacity to the developing countries is crucial. The international community has 
committed at the recent international conferences in Monterrey, Doha and Johannesburg to 
greater resource transfers by developed countries to developing countries. The challenge before 
us is to translate the commitments that have been undertaken into concrete actions in the areas 



of trade, debt relief and aid. We urge that funds that have been pledged be made available and 
further funding commitments be made so as to reach the agreed ODA target of 0.7% of GNP. We 
also call for a fair, equitable and non-discriminatory trading system that would address the 
concerns of the developing countries and would ensure enhanced and predictable market access 
for products of export interest to the developing countries. In addition, the enhanced 
participation of developing countries and a greater voice for them in international economic 
decision-making and norm-setting processes would ensure that their concerns are duly reflected 
and this would contribute towards creating an international environment supportive of 
development.  
 
 For India, eradication of poverty remains the foremost challenge. India has evolved a 
national strategy that complements acceleration of economic growth with focus on the provision 
on basic services for improving the quality of life of the poorer segments through specific and 
targetted poverty eradication programmes, including creation of opportunities for employment 
and income-generation. The success of the anti-poverty strategy is reflected in the decline in the 
poverty ratio from 38.9% in 1987 to 26.17% in 2000. In accordance with the national plans, we 
aim to reduce poverty ratio by further 5% points by 2007 and 15% points by 2012. 
 
 The report of the Secretary General indicates that progress in reducing poverty has been 
mixed, and that on current performance, many countries are not likely to achieve the poverty 
reduction goals at the national level by 2015. It affirms that the reality facing poorer countries 
striving for socio-economic development remains unchanged and that despite the best efforts to 
utilise their domestic resources for development and poverty reduction, they will not be able to 
achieve the development goals as envisaged in the MDGs. External assistance and international 
cooperation are still vital to ensure that these countries achieve the MDGs.  My delegation is of 
the view that further efforts are needed at the international level to achieve the goals of poverty 
reduction.  
 
 We welcome the activities planned for the International Year of Microcredit in 2005. We 
take note of the useful information in the report of the Secretary General on the importance of 
the microcredit and micro- finance in the eradication of poverty. We share the view that micro-
finance is a useful tool in building the capacities of the poor in management of sustainable self-
employment activities, besides providing them other financial services like savings, consumption 
credit, housing and insurance. We hope that the activities planned in the International Year of 
Microcredit will address the issue of requirement of funds for capacity-building and other support 
systems for establishing micro-finance institutions in those developing countries where they are 
not present now. 
  
Thank You, Mr. Chairman. 
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