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Statement by Dr. Rekha Pai, Inspector General of Forests, Ministry of Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change, at the 11th session of the United Nations Forum on 

Forests on May 13, 2015 

Mr. Chairman, 

Distinguished Delegates, 

I am honoured to address the High Level Segment of the United Nations Forum on 
Forests (UNFF11). 

At the outset, let me congratulate the Bureau and the Secretariat of the Forum for the 
excellent organization of the current Session of the UNFF.  

India appreciates the good work that has been undertaken under the auspices of 
UNFF during last 15 years.    

The current International Arrangement on Forests and its various elements have 
contributed significantly in raising awareness about sustainable forest management, 
strengthening political commitment and elevating the role of forests in the global 
development agenda.  

The adoption of Non-legally Binding Instrument and four shared Global Objectives 
on forests have also similarly contributed in no small measure towards promoting a 
universal and common understanding and approach to sustainable forest 
management globally. 

Mr. Chairman, 

Forests are at the heart of several issues relating to sustainable development, be it 
biodiversity, desertification, climate change, or the set of sustainable development 
goals that have been adopted recently. There is therefore a need for the global 
community to accord priority to craft a holistic approach to dealing with issues 
related to forests.  

Year 2015 is a landmark year for global deliberations on sustainable development. 
The international community is expected to adopt a new development agenda with 
Sustainable Development Goals at its core. Simultaneously, the Third International 
Conference on Financing for Development is expected to scale up available financing 
for developing countries while the 21st Conference of the Parties to the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change in Paris will meaningfully 
advance the global response to climate change in accordance with the principles of 
equity and common but differentiated responsibilities. 

In this session, which therefore is most timely, even as we discuss the future course 
of action for an International Arrangement on Forests beyond 2015, we must remain 
conscious of the shortfall in our achievements, the new and emerging challenges and 
the significant potential and added-value that sustainable management of forests can 
bring.  

Mr. Chairman, 

One of the major shortfalls in the past 15 years has been the lack of adequate and 
sustainable financing and institutional capacity building in developing countries due 
to which SFM for all the types of forests has not been achieved. 
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We therefore support the notion of extending the current IAF beyond 2015 to 
advance the objective of implementation of the SFM for all types of forests. The 
future IAF should be adequately strengthened to comprehensively address the 
various complex issues on forests including further catalyzing the implementation 
and financing of SFM, coordination and coherence on forest related policies and to 
play a role in  integrating forests into the broader Post-2015 Development Agenda.  

The Post-2015 International Arrangement on Forests should also address critical 
issues of Means of Implementation for effective implementation of SFM and effective 
engagement of all stakeholders.  

The need for enhanced and sustained financial resources should be adequately 
addressed. Adequate attention should be given to building the capacities of 
developing countries for the full implementation of the new IAF. The new IAF should 
also assist us in assessing progress on the implementation of priority areas of SFM.  

Mr. Chairman, 
 
Mobilization and provision of adequate resources is a pre-requisite to enable the new 
international arrangement and its elements to discharge  its current and future  
functions effectively and this should be a central focus of our efforts going forward.   
 
It is of utmost importance that developing countries must be supported in their 
endeavour to effectively implement SFM by providing adequate and sustained 
resources, technologies, institution and capacity building  
 
The new arrangement must have effective integration of the regional and sub-
regional organizations and processes to address wide diversity of forestry issues and 
to share best practices, technology transfer, creation of favourable conditions for 
investment in forestry, facilitation of trade from sustainably managed forests and 
capacity building.  
 
Engagement of relevant stakeholders including major groups and civil society is 
essential to achieving SFM. There is a need to have effective and innovative strategies 
for attracting and involving various stakeholders.   

 
We hope that the global community will make all efforts though mutual cooperation 
and understanding to develop a new International Arrangement on Forests beyond 
2015, with clear mandate and adequate resources to foster coherence and 
cooperation on forest related policies, ability to explore and access new financing 
mechanism furthering the coordination and collaboration on all forest issues at all 
levels including achieving the forest related  goals and targets proposed under 
SDGs.  

Mr. Chairman, 

In India, reverence for nature has been part of our culture and ethos.  

India believes in the philosophy of “Prakriti Rakshati Rakshata” which means 
Nature protects if she is protected. India has a strong policy and legal framework in 
place to promote scientific and sustainable management of forests and to encourage 
the involvement and support of all relevant stakeholders including local communities 
dependent on this resource.   
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Our National Forest Policy has an aspirational target to bring one-third of the 
country’s area under forest and tree cover despite the huge biotic pressure. India has 
only 2.4% of the land mass supporting 17% of the world population and 18% of the 
cattle population. Despite this huge biotic pressure the country has been able to 
maintain 78.92 million ha area which constitutes 24.01% of the geographical area 
under forests and tree cover.  

India is one of the 17 mega diverse countries of the world.  With only 2.4% of world’s 
land area, it contributes to about 8% of the known global biodiversity.   

India does not merely  value  forests as provider of ecological and environmental 
services,  but attaches a great importance to socio-economic, cultural and spiritual 
dimensions as nearly 300 million people are dependent directly or indirectly on 
country’s forests for subsistence, livelihoods employment and income generation.  

India is committed to a genuine and meaningful partnership with local communities 
and   other section of society in managing the forests. Towards this objective and 
consistent with the intent of the National Forest Policy we have developed a legal 
framework that allows decentralized participatory approach   where the communities 
are empowered to take decisions on the management and control of the resources. 

This approach based on the principle of care and share is  called the Joint Forest 
Management principle and the village committees constituted are called the Joint 
Forest Management Committees (JFM).     

The grass root level participation process, adopted for   constitution of the JFM 
committees with due representation of  the weaker sections of the society and 
women has significantly contributed to  strengthening of the democratic decision 
making process and empowerment of the women. There are approximately 118,213 
JFM committees across the country managing 22.94 million ha of forests. 

Mr. Chairman, 

Conservation Planning in India is based on the  principle of identifying and 
protecting representative wild habitats across all the ecosystems.  For this purpose, 
the entire country has been divided into 10 Biogeographic Zone and areas of 
ecological significance in each zone have been declared as Protected Areas (PAs) 
under the Act of Parliament.  Today there are 668 PAs  including 102 national parks  
and 515 sanctuaries, covering 1,58,50800 ha (4.83% of total geographic area).  Five 
of these Protected Areas are also designated as World Heritage Sites by UNESCO.  

Many more natural properties having outstanding universal values have been 
proposed for inscription as World Heritage Sites.  

The conservation efforts particularly in the field of Tiger Conservation have been very 
successful. As of now India has 48 tiger reserves. The tiger population has gone up to 
2226 as per the latest tiger census round completed in December 2014, which is 30% 
more than the last census done in 2010.  Current tiger population is 70% of world's 
wild tiger population.  

We continue to encourage use of modern tools, technologies and ICT for the 
management and protection of forests. India is one of the few countries of the world 
that carries out the assessment of the forest and tree cover using Remote Sensing 
Technology, once in two years on a regular basis. Forest fires are a significant 
potential threat to the forests. However, using the remote sensing technology, a near 
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real time forest fire alert system, has been developed, which has significantly 
contributed in forest fire management. Efforts are to integrate use of relevant 
technologies in monitoring  outcome of various programmes and also using  these 
technologies to develop decision support systems .  

The large number of Scientific and Research organizations are involved in dealing 
with emerging challenges relating to forest management and efficient and effective   
use of the resources.  

You can rest assured of India’s active and constructive engagement with the 
international community in our common endeavor of protecting and preserving 
forests for sustainable development. 

Thank you 
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