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Mr. President, thank you for giving me the floor. My felicitations to 
Administrator Helen Clark for her an extremely insightful statement and to the 
UNDP Strategic Plan Team for having followed an extremely consultative and 
participatory process in the production of this Strategic Plan, which will guide 
your work for the next four years.  
 
We would also like to take this opportunity to welcome the new ASG of the Asia 
Pacific Bureau, Mr. Xu Haoliang, and hope he would ably spearhead  the 
excellent work that UNDP has being doing in India and the South Asian region.  
 
Mr. President, before I begin, allow me to align myself with the statement 
delivered by the distinguished representative of Fiji, on behalf of the G-77. 
 
The meeting of this Executive Board comes at a very critical point, In eighteen 
months, the post-2015 development agenda, one of the United Nations’ most 
ambitious projects, would be launched.  And as the PGA elect, Ambassador John 
Ashe said the other day : "If we are to rise to the task, the General Assembly 
must be equally as bold, ambitious and collaborative."  
 
Representing a country that has one of the longest relationships with UNDP and 
is the biggest contributor to its core budget among developing countries, we have 
an abiding interest in UNDP’s success and its efforts in how it implements its  
next Strategic Plan. I would therefore, Mr. President, submit the following for 
your consideration :  
 
One, we welcome the vision statement of the Strategic Plan, which sets the goal 
reasonably well placed : achieving poverty eradication and inclusive growth. To 
our delegation these two have to be the fundamental bedrock of the post 2015 
development agenda. This vision also flows well from the mandate given by 
QCPR Resolution, to  "assign THE highest priority to poverty eradication" and 
that "it should continue to be the core focus area for the United Nations 
development system and that ALL its development programmes and projects 
should attempt to address this greatest global  
challenge as their underlying objective" 
 
Two, we do believe that there is a certain degree of disconnect between the areas 
of work envisaged in the Strategic Plan and how they contribute to achieving its 
stated vision. We therefore would request UNDP to further focus its areas of 
work, towards explicitly achieving this Vision more meaningfully and follow the 
guidance provided the QCPR Resolution on tackling the challenge of poverty 
eradication 
 
Three, while we welcome the significant amount of rewording and re-
positioning done to the narrative of South South cooperation in the text of the 



Strategic Plan, we would continue to urge UNDP to move beyond the lip service 
that has been traditionally meted out to such an important subject. Words must 
translate into action, and developing countries which are pursuing projects of 
South South cooperation, wherever they so need help from the multilateral 
system, if UNDP’s resources so permit, you should be willing to step in and assist 
them. We also hope that in future when UNDP is implementing projects of South 
South cooperation, sustainability would be factored in, as was pointed out in your 
Evaluation Report. 
 
Four, we continue to request UNDP to build greater definitional clarity in the 
recently coined concept of "Sustainable Human Development" and its usage in 
the Strategic Plan as being the one stop panacea for achieving its the goals. If 
SHD is indeed to be made the 'lens' of achieving ‘ALL’ its goals, by UNDP, then 
we do hope it would mean what 193 member states agreed to in QCPR on 
capacity building, employment generation, vocational training, rural 
development and the mobilisation of all possible resources at achieving poverty 
eradication. 
 
Four, we also hope that whenever next UNDP does the midterm review of this 
Strategic Plan, it would also report on the implementation of the course 
corrections pointed out in the Evaluation Reports on Poverty Reduction and 
South South cooperation. These Reports serves as important frames of reference 
and must not be lost sight of in our future course of action.  
 
To conclude, Mr. President, let me submit that this Board Session, given its 
agenda, is an important and timely opportunity not just for stock taking but also 
to constructively contribute to the future of UN's development agenda. Our 
suggestions today have been made in this spirit and I hope will find resonance, 
not just within the larger UNDP community but also feed into the post 2015 
development agenda. The next four years over which the Strategic Plan of UNDP 
will be implemented will be an litmus test, given the trying times amidst evolving 
economic crises that confronts most developing countries today.   
 
As the largest development arm of the UN system, if UNDP indeed taps its 
abilities to the fullest, in pursuit of achieving the vision of this Strategic Plan, we 
are confident that you would indeed reduce poverty significantly if not fully, from 
the face of this planet.  
 
It has been said and I quote: “It would be nice if the poor were to get even 
half of the money that is spent on studying them”, and perhaps now is 
the time to move from words to action and tangibly tackling this challenge. 
 
Please rest assured of our steadfast commitment to UNDP, in walking the extra 
mile together in this common pursuit.   
 
I thank you Mr. President. 
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