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Mr. Chairman, 

At the outset, on behalf of the Indian delegation, I would like to congratulate you and 
other members of the Bureau on your election and for chairing this important 
Committee.  

I assure you of my delegation’s full support and cooperation in the deliberations and 
work of this Committee. 

 

 

We would also like to thank the Secretary General for the various reports under this 
agenda item and the Under Secretary General for Economic and Social Affairs for his 
statement. 

India associates itself with the statement delivered by Algeria on behalf of G77. 

Mr. Chairman, 

Since the World Social Summit of 1995, progress has been recorded in all the three 
major pillars of Social Development, namely eradication of poverty, promotion of full 
employment and decent work and social integration. However, many challenges 
remain to be overcome in all three areas.  
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The Secretary General’s report rightly points out that while many countries have 
reduced income poverty, they continue to face significant challenges in ensuring 
access to education, food and other basic goods and services. Moreover, concerns on 
un-employment, food and energy remain high throughout the developing world. The 
continuing grim global economic situation has further undermined the limited 
capacity of developing countries to cope with shocks and vulnerabilities in the global 
economic system.  

It is, therefore, of utmost importance that we collectively undertake growth 
stimulating policies to boost demand and create jobs. With over a billion people in 
extreme poverty and hunger, we cannot afford but to make inclusive growth our 
priority. 

At the Rio+20 Summit, the international community renewed its commitment to 
sustainable development, recognizing poverty to be the greatest global challenge.  

The post-2015 development agenda must continue to prioritize the eradication of 
poverty and all efforts in the next couple of years made to achieve the Millennium 
Development Goals.  

Mr. Chairman, 

We agree with the Secretary General that more practical efforts are required to 
address the domestic financing gaps faced by many developing countries.  

They need to effectively mobilise domestic resources including, inter alia, through 
prudent management of natural resources, governance reforms, more effective 
taxation policies and strengthening financial inclusion.  

Moreover, the issue of corruption needs to be tackled on a war footing and 
transparency and accountability ensured in the working of governments. While this 
problem afflicts both developing and developed world, its consequences are more 
severely felt in the developing countries where it undermines the delivery of services 
and impact the people directly. The generation of unaccounted wealth or black 
money also has a major debilitating impact on the economy limiting growth and 
investment in productive sectors.  

The UN Convention Against Corruption needs to be ratified by all countries and 
meaningful cooperation brought about at the international level to recover monies 
and assets stolen through corrupt practices stashed abroad.  

Noting that closing the implementation and enforcement gap remains an important 
priority, G20 leaders resolved at their recent Summit in Mexico, to pursue those who 
receive and solicit bribes as well as those who pay them. They also agreed to tracing 
assets in G20 jurisdictions and denying safe haven to the proceeds of corruption and 
to the recovery and restitution of stolen assets. 
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Scaling up efforts to mobilise domestic resources must be complemented by official 
development assistance which continues to fall significantly below commitments 
made by developed countries.  

Mr. Chairman, 

In India, achieving inclusive growth underpinned by empowerment of people, 
especially women, good governance, and investments in social sectors, education and 
health, skills training, affordable housing, are a major focus. Since 65% of India’s 
population is located in rural areas, special emphasis has been placed on rural 
development initiatives. There are also several programmes targeted to the needs of 
the women and vulnerable groups. 

The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme is the world’s 
largest cash for work programme, which responds to the needs of 53 million poor rural 
households by ensuring them 100 days employment per year. At least 50% of the work 
is reserved for women. This programme has helped break down social inequalities, 
empower rural people, build up rural infrastructure and revive economic growth. 

Initiatives in the field of education has led to India attaining nearly full enrolment in 
primary grades of schooling for both boys and girls and narrowing of gender gaps in 
middle and higher education. Similarly, health interventions have led to increased life 
expectancy, increased rates of immunization of children, and substantial decline in 
infant and maternal mortality rates.  

Our targets for economic growth are anchored in measurable performance indices 
relating to poverty, education, health, women and children. These targets, 
disaggregated State-wise which implement most programmes, have helped monitor, 
assess and improve them.  

Mr. Chairman, 

India has a comprehensive legal framework to assist persons with disabilities. We seek 
to create an enabling environment that provides them with equal opportunities, 
protection of their rights and full participation in society, including in the areas of 
education and employment. India was one of the first countries to sign and ratify the 
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in 2007.  

We have around 100 million persons, who are over 60 years of age. We believe that 
the elderly can contribute beyond retirement to their place of work and their 
communities. We have taken a number of steps including through enacting legislation 
to ensure that older persons live a life of dignity. 

These measures include supplementing the care provided by the family, providing 
adequate healthcare facility, setting up old age homes, promoting research and 



training facilities to train geriatric care givers and providing protection including legal 
services. 

We consider it important to also strengthen our endeavours as a global community to 
address gaps in the implementation of the 2002 Madrid Plan of Action and other 
related issues. 

Mr Chairman,  

Comprehensive and inclusive social development is essential for fostering stable, 
harmonious, peaceful and just societies and bringing about broad-based improvement 
in the quality of life of all people 

Let me reaffirm our commitment to all necessary action at the national and 
international level to translate this aspiration into a global reality.  

I thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
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