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Statement by Ambassador Bhagwant S. Bishnoi, Deputy Permanent Representative of India at 
the High Level Thematic Debate in support  of UNGASS 2016 on the World Drug Problem on 

May 07, 2015 
 
Distinguished Co- Chairs, 
 
At the outset, I thank the President of the General Assembly for organizing this High Level 
Thematic Debate on the important issue of the world drug problem. I also express my 
appreciation for the thoughtful insights provided by the distinguished Speakers and Panelists 
participating in the debate. 
 
Distinguished Co- Chairs, 
 
Today’s debate provides a useful opportunity for a discussion in the run-up to the Special 
Session of the UN on Drug matters that will be held in 2016.  
 
Overcoming the challenge of the global drug problem remains a shared responsibility 
requiring both adequate resources and the sharing of best practices within the framework of 
the three Conventions.   It is important to underline that regional and international 
cooperation should not be limited to drug matters alone, given the linkages of drug trafficking 
and organized crime, including financing of terrorism, money laundering, arms trafficking etc.  
 
One specific challenge that I would like to mention is the emergence of “new psychoactive 
substances” that are beyond the purview of the Conventions. UNGASS 2016 must give serious 
consideration to legal measures that should be taken by Member States on the issue of NPS.   
The streamlining of issues involving the complex interplay of regulatory barriers, lack of 
awareness and commercial considerations with regard to access to medicines containing 
scheduled substances also needs the attention of the international community.  Our response 
should be based on cooperation by all stake holders within the country, within regions and 
globally.  
  
Distinguished Co-Chairs, 
 
India attaches the highest priority to the problem of drugs. Drug Control in India is a multi-
disciplinary, multi-agency and multi-government function covering health, social, human 
rights, economic, justice and security fields.   Our policies, legislation and regulations are 
aligned with the principles laid out in the UN Conventions, including the “principle of 
balance‟.  The Government’s policy on demand reduction is also based on civil society 
participation and involvement of NGOs. 
 
Our approach takes into account the rights of patients to access to those narcotics drugs which 
are needed for genuine medical needs.  We, however, strongly believe that this can be 
achieved without diluting the three UN Drug control Conventions.  
 
It also bears mentioning that Indian drug enforcement agencies have strengthened 
cooperation with neighbouring countries, international agencies and with UNODC.  As a 
country with licit opium cultivation for centuries and given our position as a supplier of licit 
opiate raw material, we have a special responsibility under the three Conventions.  We are 
happy that we have discharged these responsibilities successfully.  
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In conclusion, I would like to say that India remains committed to achieving the targets and 
goals set out in the Political Declaration and its Plan of Action adopted in 2009. 
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