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Thank You Mr. President for giving me the floor and for convening this 

meeting to discuss the Report of the Joint Inspection Unit which 

conducted a system wide review of the existing UN institutional 

arrangements in support of South South Cooperation. I am also happy to 

note that in the Report of the Secretary General on the same subject, of 

the three funds outlined as supporting South South Cooperation, the IBSA 

Fund figures prominently. It is an initiative which we along with our 

partners from Brazil and South Africa to further strengthen the narrative 

of South South cooperation in the developing world. We are most grateful 

and express our thanks to the excellent team in the UN Office for South 

South Cooperation, who are our partners in managing the IBSA Fund. 

Before I begin my remarks, I would align myself with the statement 

delivered by the distinguished representative of Fiji, on behalf of the 

G77. 

Mr. President, it does not reflect well on us collectively to have not been 

able to initiate substantive forward movement on some of the key 

recommendations of the JIU report since it came out in March 2011. More 

than two years have passed, and we are still discussing the text of the JIU 

report.  Perhaps its time, that we now actually begin on a forward path 

and initiate actions based on the key recommendations outlined in the 

JIU report. 

Second, since the last session of the High Level Committee in May last 

year, for all practical purposes the only thing that has changed in this 

'high focus' area of South South Cooperation, has been only in the name of 

the sole entity mandated within the UNDS to manage South South 

Cooperation.  But as we all know, that by merely calling a pumpkin as 

apple wont make it any sweeter, we need to now look at giving more 



resources to this entity, which could be both financial and human, to 

make this now renamed UN office for South South Cooperation, act in a 

manner that does justice to the principles of South South Cooperation. 

It is in this context, that I would like to draw specific reference to 

recommendation 9 of the JIU report, which calls upon governing bodies of 

UN organisations to apportion NOT less than 0.5 per cent - of core budget 

resources for the promotion of South South Cooperation, in consultation 

with programme countries.  

Incidentally, UNDP's own Evaluation of its contribution to SSC has also 

come up with a similar recommendation in Para 95 of DP/2013/31, which 

calls upon UNDP to consider increasing funding and resource allocation to 

support SSC. 

So I guess we have enough of what is called 'evidence base' from the UN 

system to move beyond the lip service, which we witnessed in HDR 

reports 'as rise of the Global South' to actually put their monies where it 

matters the most, in helping the UNDS assist SSC more tangibly and in a 

meaningful manner.  

Mr. President, I would also like to flag that as countries from the South, 

we do not need to loose our way by getting lost in this 'definitional 

debate' on South South OR in the operational guidelines for South South.  

We know for sure where we are coming from, and will continue to pursue 

the cause of South South cooperation irrespective of the support from the 

multilateral system. We know that for us, our definitive framework lies in 

the Nairobi Outcome Document and the Buenos Aires Declaration. No non 

UN process can or will replace this reality. It is therefore important to 

focus on the future than to waste our collective energies over infructuous 

debates on seeking to reinvent the wheel by defining SSC once again. 

Before I conclude, Mr. President, let me also bring to your attention, that 

along with UN DESA & RIS, our Ministry of External Affairs organised a two 

day conference on 15-16 April 2013, on South South Cooperation in New 

Delhi, in which several of our fellow developing countries from the South 



were represented, and together we reaffirmed our principles of SSC as a 

partnership in solidarity, based on national ownership and in line with 

national priorities of our partners. It also underscored the clear 

understanding that South-South cooperation can supplement North-South 

Cooperation but cannot substitute or dilute the obligation and quantum 

of North-South aid flows. The Conference also recommended the need to 

strengthen systematic collection and analysis of evidence, strengthening 

evaluation of South South programmes, strengthening multilateral and 

regional support and establishing platforms to discuss issues of common 

concern and interest. These would be further discussed and carried 

forward at a DG’s level meeting on 7 June in Addis Ababa. 

As partners in this discourse that we have practiced since our 

independence, India stands committed to championing the agenda for 

SSC. 

I thank you Mr. President. 
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