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Mr. President, 
 
May I start by thanking the PGA for organizing this meeting. 
 
We would like to express our appreciation to Ms. Karen Abuzayd, SG’s Special Adviser and her 
team for preparing and presenting this report. 
 
We also appreciate the informal consultations that led to this effort. 
 
Mr. President, 
 
While we are still examining the report, I am happy to share with you some of our preliminary 
views today. 
 
As my delegation has noted on earlier occasions, the decision to hold the High-Level Meeting 
of the Plenary to address large movements of refugees and migrants, appears to be 
responding to the more immediate crisis that has engulfed some parts of the world with large 
numbers of people on the move, leaving their homeland due to war and destruction in 
desperate search for safety and security. 
  
Both these cross-border movements – of refugees and migrants - have been with us for 
generations and indeed human mobility has fundamentally shaped and influenced the current 
community of nations as well as the international system.  
 
It is therefore particularly important that we collectively take a longer term view and consider 
broad approaches to these two issues. 
  
At the same time, migration and movement of refugees across borders are distinct concepts 
and differ in fundamental way in their causes, motivations and impacts. It is for these 
fundamental differences that the international community has evolved separate and distinct 
legal frameworks to address these two issues.    
 



It is important therefore that our collective approach in dealing with these issues retains a 
balanced, differentiated and a longer term perspective. 
 
Mr. President, 
 
We appreciate the robust nature of the report and the in-depth manner in which it examines 
these issues.  
 
As the report notes, the estimated number of people on the move globally is close to 250 
million. The number of refugees of this total stands at nearly 15 million. While this is a global 
issue, it is important to note as the report points out, that 75% of the refugees come from just 
11 countries and 7 countries host more than 50% of all refugees.  
 
Even more tellingly, it is important to recognize that  86% of all refugees are hosted in 
developing countries. 
 
While at several instances the report seems to mix the issues of refugees and migrants, we 
note that in its recommendations, it groups them into 3 distinct pillars – on ensuring the safety 
and dignity of all migrants and refugees; a global compact on refugees; and a global compact 
on migration. 
 
We are encouraged by the positive tenor of the report on the issue of international migration 
and broadly welcome the recommendation to work towards a global compact on safe, orderly 
and managed migration. 
 
We also welcome the emphasis on ensuring the safety and dignity of all persons, regardless of 
their status and the special emphasis on the protection of women and children. 
 
At the same time, several of the ideas mentioned in the report clearly need to be examined in 
greater detail and we look forward to further opportunities for deeper discussion among 
member states on these ideas.  
 
One such notion is that of a global compact on responsibility sharing on refugees. While we 
note that for the proposed global compact on migration, the report recommends a special 
Conference in 2018, no such timeline is proposed for the compact on refugees.  
 
At the same time, the report calls on the UN High Commissioner for Refugees to commence a 
review of implementation of the so-called global compact on responsibility sharing on 
refugees. We would need more clarity as to the practical details of this global compact and the 
timeline and process envisaged for its consideration. 
 
As has been pointed out by other delegations, the issue of IDPs is very distinct from that of the 
two issues being considered here. Since through the current deliberations, we are examining 
possible ways of international cooperation to address cross-border large movements of 



refugees and migrants, it would be advisable to exercise caution before expanding this 
discussion to include IDPs. 
 
Mr. President, 
 
We note of course that the outcome of the High Level Meeting on Refugees and Migrants will 
be arrived at through open, inclusive and transparent intergovernmental negotiations and this 
process will be the avenue for member states to discuss and agree upon a common template 
for a cohesive global response on human mobility. 
 
We thank the Secretary General and his Special Adviser for this excellent effort and assure the 
commitment of the Indian delegation to remain fully engaged in these discussions going 
forward. 
 
I thank you. 
 

***** 


