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Thank you, Madam Chairperson, for giving me the floor. Let me begin by 

thanking the panelists for their varied and useful perspective to this very important 
issue. We agree with the panelists that education provides the basis for equal 
opportunities and full participation of persons with disabilities in all aspects of life.  

 
Let me take this opportunity to inform this Conference of the efforts made in this 

direction, both legislative as well as through implementation of specific programmes in 
India.  
 

No policy can make a lasting impact if it is not backed by a good legislative 
framework. Well before this important Convention was drafted, India had taken a very 
proactive legislative step of promulgating an Act, namely Persons with Disabilities 
(Equal Opportunities, Protection of Rights and Full Participation) Act in 1995.  

 
Among other legal provisions, the Act also mandates affirmative action through 

reservation of not less than 3% vacancies for persons with disabilities under the 
government as well as in education institutions.  

 
The Government has now set up a Committee consisting of various stakeholders 

to draft a new legislation to harmonize it with the provisions of UNCRPD.  
 
Madam Chairperson,  
 

Our government is mandated by law to promote development of persons with 
disabilities in various ways, including by community based-rehabilitation.  

 



It does by supporting programme and training for rehabilitation development of 
rehabilitation personnel and caregivers through organization set up for this purpose and 
also in collaboration with non-governmental organizations.  

 
Government also funds programmes for community based rehabilitation involving 

NGOs, persons with disabilities, parents’ organizations and public authorities.  
 
Several measures have been initiated for ensuring accessibility in the built 

environment including by amendments in the building bylaws.  
 
Web accessibility guidelines have been issued to provide full accessibility to 

information on Government websites. The process of making such websites accessibility 
has begun.  
 

The Right to Free and Compulsory Education Act was enacted in 2009, which 
entitles every child from 6-14 years of age to free and compulsory education. 
 

Our National Policy on Education of 1986 emphasizes on integration of the 
persons with disabilities as equal partners in the general education system and on the 
reorientation of teachers training.  
 

The operative framework for education of children with disabilities in India is 
supported through our flagship programme of universal elementary education called 
Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan and is supplemented by another educational scheme at 
secondary stage for  children with special needs, called Integrated Education for 
Disabled in Secondary Schools.   

 
Both these schemes provide support to ensure educational opportunities for 

children with disabilities in common school to facilitate their integration as well as 
retention in the general school system. They covered about 26 million children. It is 
implemented by 1000 civil society organizations.  

 
The National Curriculum Framework 2005 was supported with a separate 

position paper on the special education needs of children with disabilities.  
 

We recognize that without adequately training teachers about inclusive 
education, it will not be possible to integrate children with special needs in the general 
education system. Last year alone, more than 125,000 teachers underwent such 
training.  
 

The importance of parents in the decision making process cannot be 
underestimated. The parents are involved in the preparation of school development 
plan since the launch of this programme; the school specific resources have been 
routed through such school management or village education committees.  



 
Madam Chairperson,  
 

I am happy to inform that with the enactment of the right of children to free and 
compulsory education in India this year, enrolment, attendance and completion of eight 
years of elementary education schooling for all children, including children with 
disabilities has become an inalienable and justiciable right. This will further strengthen 
our efforts in fulfilling our commitment to achieve the goals under the Convention. 
 
Thank you.   
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