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Mr. Chairman, 
 
 We thank the Controller, Mr. 
Halbwachs, and the Chairman of the 
ACABQ, Ambassador Mselle, for their 
presentation of the respective documents 
under this agenda item.  
 
 At the outset, my delegation 
would like to associate itself with the 
statement made by Morocco on behalf of 
the Group of 77 on this agenda item.   
 
 My delegation has already made 
its preliminary comments on the 
overview document on peacekeeping 
operations and these cover many aspects 
relevant for the support account.  We do 
not wish to repeat those comments. Here 
we would like to make a few additional 
remarks.  
 
 My delegation believes that 
gender mainstreaming in the 
Organisation is an important issue. This 
is a function that has to be inbuilt into 
the entire system of recruitment and 
placement. We are therefore skeptical 
that the mere creation of a post for 

gender advisory functions in DPKO will 
result in greater gender mainstreaming. 
We hope the ACABQ will again 
consider this issue when budget 
proposals for the Office of Advisor for 
Gender Affairs are considered in the 
context of the programme budget for 
2004-5. 
 
 On the rationale for the nearly 
four-fold increase in the support account 
resources provided for the Office of 
Internal Oversight Services, we 
recognize and welcome the 
consolidation of 27 posts of resident 
auditors to the support account as a 
logical step. However, as noted by the 
ACABQ, we would expect that this 
would not result in the perpetuation of 
posts even when mission mandates are 
terminated.  
 
 On the other hand, we are 
unconvinced that with the decrease in 
the number, scale and complexity of 
several peacekeeping operations, there is 
a need for an increase of the number of 
OIOS posts financed from the support 
account of the magnitude projected. It 

 



needs also to be considered whether 
military capacity building within DPKO 
could not be more economically 
acquired through consultants or general 
temporary assistants rather than through 
the creation of posts.  
 
 On the Logistics Base at Brindisi, 
my delegation concurs with the 
Advisory Committee’s recommendation 
that a comprehensive examination be 
made of the merits of establishing a 
global procurement hub for all 
peacekeeping missions at Brindisi, 
transferring both post and non-post 
resources financed from the support 
account at Headquarters and retaining 
only a few posts in New York for policy 
and liaison functions. We would go a 
step further and propose that all support 
account posts and non-post resources at 

Head Quarters pertaining to the 
Logistics Division should also be 
considered for relocation to Brindisi. 
The same holds true for communications 
and IT services for peacekeeping 
missions. Given the fact that UNLB is 
emerging as a global hub and that it is 
servicing all peacekeeping missions, it 
would be logical to prepare such a 
comprehensive proposal and to submit it 
in the context of the next budget. We 
look forward to working with other 
delegations to arrive at acceptable 
resolutions and decisions on this and 
other aspects. 
 
 I thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
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