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Mr. President, 
 

Thank you for giving me this opportunity to address the General 
Assembly.  

 



At the outset I would like to thank the Secretary General for his report on 
the agenda item “Necessity of ending the economic, commercial and financial 
embargo imposed by the United States of America against Cuba”  

 
My delegation also associates itself with the statement made by the Chair 

of the Group of 77. 
 
Mr. President, 
 
 For the last 17 years in a row, the General Assembly, while deliberating 
this agenda item, has categorically and overwhelmingly rejected the imposition 
of laws and regulations with extra-territorial impact.  
 

The General Assembly has also called upon all States, in conformity with 
their obligations under the United Nations Charter and international law, to 
refrain from promulgating and applying, as well as repeal and invalidate, laws 
and measures that have extra-territorial effects affecting the sovereignty of other 
States, the legitimate interests of entities or persons under their jurisdiction and 
the freedom of trade and navigation. 
 

Unfortunately, these repeated resolutions remain unimplemented. The 
nearly five-decade old United States embargo on Cuba, including its extra-
territorial aspects, continues to remain in force. We share the views expressed by 
the international community in its opposition to the extra-territorial aspect of the 
embargo. 

 
Mr. President, 
 

In the report of the Secretary-General, various UN entities have detailed 
the impact of the embargo, particularly its extra-territorial effects.  

 
For example, the UN Resident Coordinator in Havana has noted that 

humanitarian and development cooperation implemented by the UN system in 
Cuba is significantly affected by the embargo. It also adversely impacts the 
functioning of UN offices, including for travel of UN staff.  

 
The UN Development Programme [UNDP] has stated that the effects of 

the embargo can be observed in all spheres of Cuba’s social and economic 
activities, as well as affecting the most vulnerable groups and human 
development in general. It highlights the negative consequences of the embargo 
on UNDP’s development coordination activities, including an average increase in 
project cost by 15 per cent.  

 



The UN Conference on Trade and Development [UNCTAD] refers to the 
attendant costs of the embargo both for Cuba and for citizens in third countries 
due to its extraterritorial application.  

 
The UN Population Fund states that the impact of the embargo was 

specifically felt in some of its programmes.  
 
The Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean has stated 

that the embargo adversely affects the standard of living of Cuban citizens. 
 
The health sector has been one of the affected sectors on account of 

enhanced cost and restrictions on equipment and technologies. Thus, an indirect 
extra-territorial impact of the embargo has been on Cuba’s efforts at South-
South cooperation in this field.  

 
I may also mention that the natural disasters in Cuba last year, and the 

ongoing financial and economic crisis, have made the impact of the embargo 
more acute. 

 
Mr. President, 
 
 Given the geography, Cuba and the United States of America would be 
expected to be natural partners in trade and investment. While the embargo has 
not permitted this development, the potential for economic and commercial ties 
between the two countries clearly exists.  
 

For example, by taking advantage of limited openings under the US Trade 
Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act of 2000, the US has become the 
largest exporter of agricultural products to Cuba. The US International Trade 
Commission itself estimates that this would rise sharply if restrictions were lifted, 
which underscores the negative impact of the embargo on US trade and business 
opportunities.  
 

Various efforts in the United States to relax or lift the embargo indicate 
the substantial interest, particularly in the business sector, for unhindered access 
to the Cuban market or contact with Cuba.  

 
We are encouraged by the steps announced by the current US 

Administration earlier this year to reduce restrictions on travel and remittances to 
Cuba by Cuban-Americans and on US telecommunications services. We look 
forward to the full lifting of sanctions and embargo against Cuba. 

 
In conclusion, Mr. President, I would like to reiterate India’s opposition to 

unilateral measures by countries that impinge on the sovereignty of another 



country, including attempts to extend the application of a country’s laws 
extraterritorially to other sovereign nations.  
 

Thank you. 
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