
 
 

STATEMENT BY MR. MOINUL HASSAN AHAMED, MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT, ON 
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ASSEMBLY ON OCTOBER 10, 2011 
 

Mr. Chairman,  
 
I congratulate you on your election as Chairman of the Sixth Committee of the United 
Nations General Assembly and also I congratulate other members of the Bureau on 
their election.  
 
 
 

 
Mr. Chairman, 
 
The United Nations Commission on International Trade Law (the Commission) is the 
core legal body of the United Nations system in the field of international trade law. The 
Commission has the mandate to remove legal obstacles in international trade by 
modernizing and harmonizing trade law.  Through its working groups, the Commission 
is actively engaged in the negotiations and preparation of legal texts in a number of 
important areas such as international commercial dispute settlement, transport law, 
electronic commerce, insolvency, sale of goods and, procurement and infrastructure 
development. In the recent past, one of the major achievements of the Commission has 
been the adoption, by the General Assembly, of its Convention on Contracts for the 
International Carriage of Goods Wholly or Partly by Sea, in December 2008, which is 
known as the “Rotterdam Rules.”  



 
Mr. Chairman, 
 
We extend our gratitude to the Commission for its report A/66/17 on its work at the 
44th session. During this session, the Commission dealt with a number of important 
issues related to subjects that are under consideration of its working groups. One of 
those is the adoption, by the Commission, of the Model Law on Public Procurement. The 
Model Law prescribes procedures and contains principles aimed at achieving value for 
money and avoiding abuses in the procurement process. The new Model law will 
replace the 1994 Model law on Procurement of Goods, Construction and Services. We 
are convinced that the new Model Law will be useful for States in updating their existing 
procurement laws and in formulating the procurement laws for those States which have 
not enacted the procurement laws so far. We are hopeful that it will lead to the 
development of harmonious international economic relations and increased economic 
development.  
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 
Another important subject currently under consideration of the Commission is the 
preparation of legal standards on Online Dispute Resolution (ODR). The traditional 
judicial system, through the courts and tribunals is very complex, costly and time 
consuming, in particular when a dispute involves an international element. The 
Commission took up the topic of Online Dispute Resolution as a solution that could 
provide quick resolution and enforcement of disputes across borders, arising from small 
value, high volume business to business and business to consumer transactions.  
Mr. Chairman, 
 
In the area of arbitration, we are hopeful that the Working Group-II will come out with 
the practically viable legal standards on transparency in treaty-based investor-State 
arbitration. 
 
The Commission has further undertaken work in the field of electronic transferable 
records. We share the view that the formulation of uniform legal standards in the field 
of electronic transferable records would be beneficial both for the generic promotion of 
electronic communications in international trade, and in the implementation of legal 
instruments having provisions on electronic records, including the “Rotterdam Rules” 
and aviation business. 
 
In the field of insolvency, we welcome the consideration of the proposal concerning the 
responsibilities and liabilities of directors and officers of an enterprise solely in the 
context of insolvency, avoiding legislating on the criminal liability as such or on the core 
areas of company law. 
 
Mr. Chairman, 



 
Finally, we reiterate the importance of technical cooperation and assistance to the 
developing countries, in particular on the adoption and use of texts, adopted by the 
Commission, at the national level. We encourage the Secretariat to continue to provide 
such assistance to the broadest extent possible and to improve its outreach to the 
developing countries, in particular.  
 
I thank you, Mr. Chairman.  
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