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Mr. Chairman, 
 
I congratulate you on your assuming the Chairmanship of the Sixth Committee of the 
United Nations General Assembly. I also congratulate the other members of the Bureau 
on their election. I assure full cooperation of my delegation in the work of the Sixth 
Committee. 
 

 
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 
We extend our sincere thanks to the UN Secretary General for his Report A/66/174 of 
25 July 2011, presented pursuant to the General Assembly resolution 65/20 dated 06 
December 2010. The Report outlines the information received from member States on 
the extent to which their national laws establish jurisdiction, particularly over crimes of 
a serious nature committed by their nationals while serving as United Nations officials 
or experts on mission. It also provides information on cooperation among States and 
with the United Nations in the exchange of information and the facilitation of 
investigations and prosecution of such offenders.  
 
Mr. Chairman,  
 
We align with the NAM statement on this agenda item. We condemn the instances of 
serious crimes committed by United Nations officials and experts on mission in spite of 
clear code of conduct and a policy of zero tolerance by the United Nations. It is 
imperative that all UN officials and experts on mission perform their duties in a manner 
consistent with the UN Charter that promotes the image, credibility and integrity of the 
United Nations. India is committed to punish those who may be found guilty of any 



misconduct. We concur with the view that the officials and experts on mission should 
be held accountable whenever they commit criminal acts not only because of the 
prejudice or harm caused to the victims but also because they undermine the work and 
image of the United Nations. It is essential to ensure that in no circumstance are any 
United Nations personnel exempt from the consequences of criminal acts committed by 
them at their duty station.  
 
The General Assembly resolution 65/20 strongly urges all States to consider establishing 
jurisdiction over crimes of a serious nature committed by their nationals while serving 
as United Nations officials or experts on mission, at least where the conduct of the 
person amounts to a crime both in the host country and the country of his nationality as 
well. We sincerely hope that the implementation of this Resolution would help fill the 
jurisdictional gap in respect of member States that do not assert extra-territorial 
jurisdiction over crimes committed by their nationals abroad.  
 
Mr. Chairman,  
 
Regarding India’s position, the provisions of the Indian Penal Code do extend to extra-
territorial offences committed by Indian nationals. Accordingly, the offences committed 
by Indian officials or experts on mission while serving abroad are subject to the 
jurisdiction of Indian courts and are thus punishable under the Indian law. 
  
The Resolution further encourages all States to cooperate with each other in the 
conduct of investigation and prosecution of those who are alleged to have committed 
offences.  
 
The Indian law has provisions for mutual assistance in criminal matters, which enables 
to seek from and extend to a foreign State assistance in criminal matters. These 
provisions are part of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973. It inter-alia includes 
provisions on assistance concerning service of judicial processes; execution of orders of 
attachment or forfeiture of property identified as unlawfully acquired; management of 
property so seized or forfeited; taking of evidence and making a person available for 
that purpose. India has concluded bilateral treaties with about forty countries on mutual 
assistance in criminal matters. These treaties are designed to provide and seek 
assistance in criminal matters that are necessary for the investigation and prosecution 
of offences.  
 
The Indian Extradition Act, 1962 deals with extradition of fugitive criminals. The Act 
allows for extradition in respect of extraditable offences in terms of an extradition treaty 
with another State. The Act also allows consideration of an international Convention as 
the legal basis for considering an extradition request in the absence of a bilateral 
extradition treaty. 
 



Also, where there is no bilateral treaty on extradition or mutual legal assistance in 
criminal matters with a State, the Government of India can provide assistance on a 
reciprocal and case by case basis in accordance with the provisions of applicable 
national laws. 
 
Mr. Chairman, 
  
We note with appreciation the information in the Secretary General’s report that the 
Department of Peacekeeping Operations and the Department of Field Support 
continued to pursue efforts to address sexual exploitation and that the training and 
awareness-raising on United Nations standards of conduct remained central. It is also 
praiseworthy that an induction training programme on conduct and discipline was 
developed and a regional workshop was held in November 2010 in Entebbe, Uganda, 
followed by a repeat session for the United Nations Stabilization Mission in Haiti in the 
Dominican Republic in June 2011as a means to address conduct and discipline issues 
among the United Nations personnel in peacekeeping and special political missions. 
 
Mr. Chairman,  
 
India considers it extremely important that any kind of violation of any national or 
international law by the UN officials and experts on mission by their indiscipline, 
misbehave, sexual abuse or other wrong doings are fully stopped. In our view, dealing 
with the wrongdoings of UN officials or experts on mission, does not require the 
development of an international convention. The member States need to ensure that 
their laws provide jurisdiction and have adequate provisions for prosecuting any such 
conduct of their nationals serving as the UN officials or experts abroad and that their 
laws also have provisions for international assistance for the investigation and 
prosecution of the crimes involved.  
 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  
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