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Mr. President, 
Excellences, 
Ladies & Gentlemen, 
 
 
At the outset, I would like to thank the President of the General Assembly, H.E. 
Excellency Mogens Lykketoft, the President of the General Assembly for convening this 
important High Level Event on the Culture of Peace. I would also like to express our 
sincere appreciation to Ms. Ouided Bouchamaoui, the founder of the 'The Tunisian 
National Dialogue Quartet' and the Nobel Peace Prize (2015) Laureate for gracing this 
important occasion.  
 
It is indeed appropriate that we have gathered here today to reaffirm our continued 
support to the further strengthening of the global movement to promote the Culture of 
Peace, particularly in the current global context. Not only is it important to reaffirm our 
commitment to the objectives of the International Decade for Culture of Peace and 
Non-Violence for the Children of the World, but we also need to reflect on how we can 
address the present situation where children are facing the brunt of various conflicts 
around the world and today constitute one of the largest segments of refugees 
worldwide.  
 
Mr. President,  
 
India's founding fathers, aware of the vast plurality and diversity of faiths, languages 
and ethnicities of the country strove to build a democracy based on justice and peace 
for all sections of the society. The inspiration for the founding fathers was the simple 
but lofty teaching of the Father of the Nation, Mahatma Gandhi and his commitment 
towards 'Ahinsa' (Non-violence) towards all. Gandhiji reiterated that 'Himsa' (violence) 
against any living being is 'Himsa' (violence) against oneself and violence makes 
complete self-realization impossible.  



 
Gandhiji's powerful message resonates today even more strongly and is deeply relevant 
in a world in which we are faced with terrorism against innocent civilians and vulnerable 
members of society and terrorism is used as state policy with no thought to the 
consequences to peaceful citizens and groups of women and children. The UN's 
recognition of October 2nd, Gandhiji's birthday as the International Day of Non-
violence is an acknowledgement of this message of a great world leader.  
 
Terrorism and extremism constitute the biggest threats to world peace today and 
destabilize societies and global order. This threat cannot be contained in one corner of 
the world and it will spill over to all parts of the world, as recent terrorist attacks in 
Europe, Africa, Turkey, Bangladesh and Afghanistan have demonstrated. As one of the 
oldest victims of terrorism in the world, India urges the UN and Members of the UN to 
recognize the graveness of this threat and commit to redouble our efforts in a practical 
and sustained manner to fight this scourge of world peace. A commitment to the 
signing of the proposed and much discussed Comprehensive Convention on 
International Terrorism (CCIT) - a global compact on terrorism - would be an important 
step forward.  
 
Mr. President, 
 
India has been celebrating Nov. 14th, the birthday of our 1st Prime Minister Jawaharlal 
Nehru as Children's Day. This is a reminder not only of Prime Minister Nehru's deep love 
for children, but also the country's responsibility to keep our children safe, healthy and 
happy. In this context, the tragedy of the impact of global terrorism on children today 
needs no detailing. Conflict and violence impacting the stability of State structures, 
whether it be in Africa, the Middle East or Afghanistan has tragically fuelled a mass 
refugee influx with children constituting a large section of this influx. While the world 
has striven to address this global refugee influx, we need to pay greater attention to 
ending terrorist violence which brings about this influx.  
 
A Culture of Peace and security is a prerequisite for economic development and the 
eradication of poverty, which ultimately is a safeguard against instability and mass 
violence. The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) adopted by the UN last year is a 
recognition of this vital role of development. India is fully committed to the path of 
economic development and as the country with the fastest rate of GDP growth today, it 
hopes to not only lift its population out of poverty but also build a peaceful and just 
society, as wished by our founding fathers.  
 
Mr. President, 
 
India recognizes that its economic development is contingent on a peaceful 
neighborhood and global order. We have, therefore, stressed on regional 
interconnectivity with our neighbors in South Asia and sharing of developmental 



efforts. As one of the largest contributors to Peace Keeping, we recognize the 
importance of supporting the UN in dealing with instability and violence and bringing 
peace in various parts of the world. India remains committed to both the Culture of 
Peace and the objectives of the International Decade for Culture of Peace and Non-
Violence for the Children of the World. 
 
Thank you.  

 


