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Mr.  President, 

I would like to take the floor to thank UNFPA for the comprehensive 
country programme document for India 2013-2017 that has been placed before 
the Board today for consideration. 

We value our long standing partnership with UNFPA which began in India 
in 1974.  Within the overall UNDAF, the seventh Government of India-UNFPA 
country programme had provided important inputs to the 11th Five Year Plan 
objectives and various national policies and schemes through advocacy, 
expanded partnerships and the provision of technical assistance. Given this 
context, we value UNFPA’s support to our national efforts.  

 We also note with appreciation the focus in this country programme to 
build on the national priorities articulated in the approach paper of the 12th 
five year plan of India. We are particularly pleased to note that UNFPA will 
encourage South South collaboration, including partnerships with the private 
sector, promote the generation and sharing of knowledge and assist in fostering 
innovative solutions.  

As pointed out in the CPD, India is experiencing a population ‘bulge’ in 
the working age group, and in this regard there is the need to invest in the 
health and development of young people, in order to fully harness the benefits 
of this demographic dividend.  We also welcome the proposal in the programme 
document to reduce disparities and promote inclusive development through a 
strategic focus on young people, especially in the five states, where its most 
needed, and where UNFPA is currently providing support. 

As outlined in the approach paper for the 12th five year plan, the 
Government  of India is committed to providing universal access to high quality 
services and is looking at doubling the expenditure dedicated to health care to 
2.5% of our GDP.  We are also happy to inform that school enrolment and 
retention rates have increased across regions and the gender gap has narrowed 
with more girls attending schools.  

The upcoming 12th Five Year Plan Approach Paper calls for achieving 
“faster, sustainable and more inclusive growth” and we expect that the 
Government of India-UNFPA country programme of cooperation will contribute 
to informing policies, practices, programmes, public opinion and to strengthen 
national capacity to incorporate population dynamics in national plans and 
programmes with a focus on gender and inclusive growth.   



I would like to reiterate our steadfast support to UNFPA in fulfilling our 
common vision and goals, as we jointly embark upon implementing this country 
programme.  Thank you, Mr. President. 
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