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His Excellency Mr. Miguel de Serpa Soares, Under-Secretary-General for Legal Affairs and the 
United Nations Legal Counsel;   
 
Ladies and gentlemen, 

It is my great privilege to be before all of you in the capacity as the Chief Coordinator of 
the 27th Informal Meetings of Legal Advisers of the Ministries of Foreign Affairs of the UN 
Member States.  
 

As a brief background, the informal meeting of legal advisers has its roots back in the 
year 1989, when the Legal Advisers of five countries Canada, India, Mexico, Poland and Sweden 
took an initiative to bring together, for discussion on legal issues in informal setting, the people 
responsible for international legal affairs of the Member States of this Organization.  
 

Since then, this informal meeting is held at the UN Headquarters here in New York on the 
margin of the meetings of the Sixth Committee of the UNGA, as the legal advisers of all countries 
and the people associated with international law are around this time to take part in the informal 
meeting. 
 

This year (2016), it being India's tern to coordinate the informal meeting of Legal 
Advisers, I, on behalf of my country India and the Permanent Representative of India His 
Excellency Ambassador Mr. Syed Akbaruddin, welcome you all warmly at this occasion.  
 
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 
The programme for discussion during these two after-noons today and tomorrow, has 

been structured in four themes namely:  
 
(i). Strengthening the legal regime to counter terrorism;  
(ii). Reforming Investor-State Dispute Settlement - The way forward;  



(iii). Legal dimensions of the concept of climate justice and;  
(iv). Cyberspace and international law. 
 

As we see, the world is going through a difficult phase and living in an insecure situation 
because of the menace of terrorism. Given the wide spread terrorist attacks around the world, 
the international community cannot afford waiting indefinitely the absence of adequate 
measures to effectively combat terrorism. I believe that in addition to the strategic and 
administrative measures, there is an urgent requirement of strong legal measures to strengthen 
the inter-country cooperation in investigation, prosecution and punishment of terror culprits. 
Therefore, one of the themes chosen includes deliberations on strengthening the legal regime 
to counter terrorism, which in my view is directly linked to the responsibility of the international 
community in ensuring global peace and security, and which is the very first purpose of the 
United Nations Charter.   
 

The world is also currently facing serious challenges in the areas of climate change and 
ensuring climate justice; in the settlement of international commercial disputes; and regulating 
the use of cyberspace, which has prompted us to include in the programme of this meeting 
themes for deliberations in these areas.  
 
Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, 

 
With the help of the UN Office of Legal Affairs and with the coordinating skill of my 

colleague Mr. M.K. Rao, we have attempted to bring together panels of experts in the areas 
chosen for deliberations. One of the experts on the panel would be moderating the discussion 
for each theme.   
 

We believe that the analysis of and free discussion on these themes hold the key to 
address issues relating to terrorism to help establish peace and security, to improve global 
economic growth, to help find resolve concerning climate change and issues related thereto, 
and concerning the use of cyberspace.  
 

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, now I invite Mr. Miguel de Serpa Soares, the Under-
Secretary-General for Legal Affairs and the United Nations Legal Counsel, with the request to 
say few words at this occasion before we start with the panel discussion.  
 
Mr. Soares you have the floor please.     
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