
Statement by Ambassador Asoke Kumar Mukerji, Permanent Representative during  
meeting of the Partnership Group for Peace, Development and Democracy in 

Myanmar on  April 24, 2015 
 
Mr. Secretary General,  
 
1. Let me begin by thanking you for convening this meeting of the “Partnership Group 
for Peace, Development and Democracy in Myanmar”. We are also extremely honoured to 
have in our midst a high level delegation from the Government of Myanmar.  
 
Mr. Secretary General,  
 
2. Over the last few years, the Government in Myanmar has instituted significant 
political and economic reforms. We have welcomed these steps. These lead the country 
towards greater democratization, economic development and seek to bring and stability in 
the country. 
3. While it is a fact that there are still challenging tasks before the government, the 
Myanmar government has demonstrated its resolve to face the challenges to reach the 
targets that they have set.  India welcomes the signing of a draft Nationwide Ceasefire 
Agreement (NCA) between the Myanmar Government's Union Peace Making Work 
Committee (UPWC) and the ethnic armed groups Nationwide Ceasefire Coordination Team 
(NCCT).  
 
Mr. Secretary General, 
 
4. As a close and friendly neighbour, India remains committed to extending all possible 
assistance and support to the process of national reconciliation and the further strengthening 
of democracy in Myanmar. In fact, development cooperation is a key aspect of our 
relationship. We have offered technical and financial assistance to Myanmar for 
implementation of projects in the areas of infrastructure, capacity-building and emergency 
relief. 
 
5. India believes that the constructive engagement of the international community with 
the Government of Myanmar at this juncture would strengthen the hands of Myanmar 
Government, and encourage stakeholders to resolve their differences through healthy debate 
and peaceful negotiations.  
 
Mr. Secretary General, 
 
6. The UN agencies and international financial institutions have initiated their 
developmental work in Myanmar. India believes that this work should continue in a manner 
that supplements and strengthens Myanmar's own efforts.   
 



7. Moving forward, the UN must also demonstrate greater responsiveness to the 
reforms being implemented by the Government of Myanmar. We would urge member states 
to agree to the discontinuation of annual resolutions on the human rights situation in 
Myanmar. This would convey the world community's strong support and encouragement for 
the reform measures that are already underway in Myanmar. 
 
8. With respect to the Rakhine State, we have noted that the Government of Myanmar 
has taken steps towards restoration of law and order and has expressed readiness to 
cooperate with UN and other humanitarian agencies regarding rehabilitation of those 
affected by violence. India has extended assistance for development efforts in the Rakhine 
State. This includes US $ 300 million out of the total development assistance of US $ 1.75 
billion to Myanmar, and US $ 1 million for 10 schools for both communities in the riot 
affected areas that have been completed. In addition, we have provided US $ 240,000 for the 
rehabilitation effort after the riots first broke out, and Lines of Credit totaling US $ 85 
million for electricity transmission and road construction in the Rakhine State.  
 
Mr. Secretary General,  
 
9.    In conclusion, India reiterates its support to the Secretary General's initiative of 
organizing this meeting of the partnership group. We also place on record our appreciation 
for the tireless efforts of Ambassador Vijay Nambiar, Special Adviser of the Secretary 
General for Myanmar and his team.  


