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 Let me begin by thanking you as the Chair of the UN Counter-Terrorism Centre 
(UNCCT)  and compliment you  for the initiatives taken by you in this capacity, I thank USG 
Feltman, the Executive Director of UNCCT and Mr. Jehangir Khan, Director of UNCCT for 
providing an overview on the activities of the UNCCT for the 18 months period that ended last 
December.   
 
 India is happy to be associated with the UNCCT through its membership of this 
Advisory Board.  As a victim of terrorism for the past several decades we are cognizant of the 
nature of this menace and also the critical need for a collective international effort to counter 
terrorism. India, therefore, attaches high importance to working towards strengthening of 
international cooperation in this regard.   
 
 We support the work of UNCCT in contributing to the implementation of the Global 
Counter-Terrorism Strategy (GCTF) of the United Nations through the Counter Terrorism 
Implementation Task Force (CTITF).   
 
 With the growing generous financial support made available by a number of member 
states, we note that the plan of action of the UNCCT is being gradually expanded at all levels - 
global, regional and national - especially in the context of its capacity building efforts.   



    
Permit me Mr. Chairman to highlight, from our perspective, some of the areas  of focus: 
 
 (i)  Financing of terrorism is crucial in the fight against terrorism. We welcome the 

work of UNCCT in this regard and hope to see activities in this area expand beyond the 
initiatives of Mock Trials.  
 
 (ii) The growth of the phenomenon of Foreign Terrorist Fighters (FTF) poses increasing 
threats and challenges and needs to be effectively countered. Credible assessments refer to 
FTFs from more than 100 countries.  The work of the UNCCT on this issue needs to take into 
account this widespread malaise and requires to be expanded to cover all regions that are 
affected by this menace.    
 
 (iii) As we have emphasised in earlier meetings, strengthening the legal capacities of 
member states to counter terrorism is also very important in this fight to ensure the rule of 
law. We welcome the “Case Management Tool” that has been tailored along with the UN 
Office of Drugs and Crime. The UNCCT working in unison with other UN agencies can be of 
assistance in strengthening the capacity of national legal systems to effectively prosecute and 
punish acts of terrorism.  
 
 (iv) We appreciate the efforts of the UNCCT in Central Asia and Central and Southern 
Africa through support of regional counter-terrorism strategies, border management, and the 
projects on youth skill development and employment facilitation in South Asia.  
 
 (v)  Public information and outreach is another area where UNCCT can be useful in 
increasing awareness about various gaps and their possible remedies in meeting the challenge 
more effectively.   
 
 We are confident that the lessons learnt more than 3 years of existence of the UNCCT 
in terms of operational efficiencies will be taken due note of while designing and implementing 
specific projects.  
 
 Mr. Chairman 
 

The scale of challenge facing all our countries is daunting. No state  is immune to this 
threat as continuing terrorist attacks across the world, many of them with links beyond the 
borders of the affected state continue to demonstrate. No one country, however rich or 
powerful, will be able to defeat this acting alone. Genuine and effective international 
cooperation is absolutely essential to meeting this challenge and is in our collective interest.  
 
 The United Nations though providing a useful avenue for such cooperation requires to 
do more. We look forward to the UNCCT playing a useful part in contributing to the collective 
quest of “zero tolerance for terrorism” 
 



Thank you.   


