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Mr. Chairman, 
 
We would like to thank the Secretary-General for his statements on this agenda item. 
 
India associates itself with the statement delivered by the distinguished delegate of Thailand 
on behalf of the Group of 77. 
 
Mr. Chairman,  
 
We are living in an increasingly complex inter-dependent world - a world that is intensely 
connected in a myriad ways.  
 
Our world also remains very unequal in its levels of development, for a variety of reasons, some 
that go back to the colonial past and others that reflect the continuing unjust terms of 
international economic engagement.  
 
There is growing recognition of the need for a collective response to our common global 
challenges for instance the issues of Climate Change or Global warming. It is heartening to 
note that the collaborative spirit of multilateralism will soon make Paris Agreement a reality. 
The Kigali Amendment to the Montreal Protocol last week represents another great success 
for common good.  
 
The same enlightened spirit was also apparent during the adoption of the ambitious 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development that can be truly transformative for the world, if we are 
able to implement it in large measure.  



 
Mr. Chairman,  
 
Just as the complete success of the Paris Agreement is in the interest of all  of us, the success 
of 2030 Agenda and the achievement of the SDGs is also in the interest of all nations, 
developing and developed alike. The 2030 Agenda recognizes the inter-dependence of our 
world and therefore the importance of sustainable development for peace, prosperity and 
security of the entire world.  
 
The 2030 Agenda also recognizes that the scale of the challenge that lies ahead requires an 
unprecedented scale of Global Partnership to help the achievement of SDGs.  
 
However, the real test lies in the implementation of these various agreements. Both the Paris 
Agreement and 2030 Agenda can succeed only if there is genuine global partnership for the 
common purpose.  
 
The issues of facilitation of access to financial resource mobilization and technology, 
innovation, capacity building and fairer international trading and financial systems are critical 
to enabling those in need to be able to fulfill expectations.  
 
Mr. Chairman,  
 
The global economic recovery is only progressing gradually, with improved resilience and 
emergence of new sources of growth. However, the growth is weaker than expected and risks 
persist. Challenges include commodity price volatility, weak trade, high private and public 
indebtedness, inequality and lack of inclusiveness. Geopolitical conflicts, terrorism, refugee 
flows, illicit financial flows and Brexit have further added to the uncertainty in the global 
economy. A major concern is the trend towards jobless growth.  
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 
In such a scenario, the promotion of policies for enhancing economic growth including 
implementing the decisions taken at the Bali and Nairobi Ministerial Conferences and further 
movement on Doha Development Agenda (DDA) should be the top priority.  
 
We reiterate our support for the multilateral trading system and the centrality of the WTO as 
the cornerstone of a rule based, open, transparent, non-discriminatory and inclusive 
multilateral trading system with development at the core of its agenda.  
 
Mobilization of adequate resources to fill the huge financing gap for development should 
receive our highest attention. Donor countries should urgently fulfill their ODA commitments 
to developing countries. Funding for other important issues such as climate finance or 
humanitarian actions must be new and additional to prevent diversion of resources from social 
sectors.   



 
The Establishment of a Technology Facilitation Mechanism for the implementation of the 
SDGs is a welcome step. Innovation is a key driver for mid and long term growth and 
sustainable development. Research and development can foster sustainable development by 
building greener, more inclusive societies and addressing various aspects of the digital divide. 
 
The developing countries continue to bleed more money due to tax evasion than what they 
receive in aid. International cooperation in tax matters therefore becomes of crucial 
importance. The recent adoption of a package containing decisions regarding meetings on tax 
matters and FfD forum by the ECOSOC is an important follow-up of the Addis Ababa Action 
Agenda.  
 
The reform of institutions such as the IMF remains an important goal to better address the 
interests of the developing nations. The establishment of the New Development Bank by the 
BRICS and the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank are welcome steps.  
 
Debt restructuring is another important issue for meeting the concerns of countries with high 
debt levels. 
 
The benefits from growth need to be shared broadly in an inclusive manner. The trade and 
innovation policies of the developing countries when linked to the development agenda can 
benefit from the expansion of international production networks.  
     
The ambitious 2030 Agenda and the SDGs embody a call to action for Governments and other 
stakeholders to collaborate for sustained economic and industrial growth, job creation and 
development. A global partnership would be the most essential means of implementation of 
the SDGs.  
 
In conclusion I would like to reiterate that ensuring a better tomorrow for all leaving no one 
behind is in the collective interest of us all.  
 
I thank you. 

___________ 
 
 
 


