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Mr. President, 
 
I will begin by joining others in congratulating Ambassador Guillermo E. Rishchynski, 
distinguished Permanent Representative of Canada, for his outstanding efforts in 
facilitating consultations and achieving a consensus resolution on the third review of the 
UN Global Counter Terrorism Strategy (Strategy) that we are going to adopt later today 
at the conclusion of this debate.  
 
We also thank the Secretary General for his report A/66/762 on the activities and efforts 
of the United Nations system in implementing the Strategy.   

 
Mr. President, 
 
Terrorism is a global scourge. It continues to be a pervasive and insidious threat not 
only to international peace and security but also to the core values of the United 
Nations.  
 
It is our firm conviction that no belief, justification, political cause or argument can be 
used to justify acts of terrorism. 
 
We condemn terrorism in all its forms and manifestations, irrespective of its motivations, 
as criminal and unjustifiable and therefore reiterate that no cause, no matter how 
seemingly just, can excuse terrorism.  

 
Mr. President, 
 
The adoption of the UN Global Counter Terrorism Strategy in 2006 was a landmark in 
the fight against terrorism. The Strategy is a unique and universally agreed strategic 
framework to counter terrorism and is intended to play a pivotal role in guiding counter 
terrorism efforts undertaken at the global, regional, sub-regional and national levels.   
 
We support the implementation of the Strategy in a comprehensive and integrated 
manner in all its four pillars.  
 
The institutionalization of the Counter Terrorism Implementation Task Force (CTITF) in 
2009 and the establishment of the UN Counter-Terrorism Center (UN CCT) in 2011 



within the CTITF are important steps towards strengthening UN efforts to counter 
terrorism by providing an umbrella under which different UN entities can effectively 
support the implementation of the Strategy in a coordinated and coherent manner at the 
global, regional and sub-regional levels.  
 
We are confident that these will be helpful in streamlining the overall work of the UN 
system in countering terrorism.  
 
As the principal responsibility for the implementation of the Strategy rests with member 
States, we hope that these would also provide a useful platform for practical 
engagement of the CTITF and the UN CCT with member states guided by their 
individual needs.  
 
With a view to further enhancing transparency and synergies in the UN counter-
terrorism architecture, we support consideration of UNSG’s proposal on a Counter-
Terrorism Coordinator in a timely manner.   

 
Mr. President,  
 
My own country, India, has faced the scourge of terrorism for over two-and-a-half 
decades.  
 
And, indeed, our entire region, South Asia, has been wracked by the activities of the 
biggest terrorist actors in the world, be they Al-Qaida, elements of Taliban or Lashkar-e-
Taiba, Jamat-ud Daawa and others.   
 
Speaking at the General Debate of the 66th UN General Assembly, our Prime Minister, 
Dr. Manmohan Singh said that the fight against terrorism must be unrelenting and 
fought across all fronts with no selective approaches in dealing with terrorist groups or 
the infrastructure of terrorism.   
 
Effectively combating this global scourge requires necessary political will of Member 
States and greater international and regional cooperation. It is imperative that terrorists 
and their supporters know that the international community is absolutely firm in its 
resolve to counter terrorism.  
 
I should like to recall that on the 10th Anniversary of the establishment of the 1373 
Committee, a Special Meeting of the Counter-Terrorism Committee was held on 
September 28, 2011 in New York. The Outcome Document adopted by the Committee 



approved a zero-tolerance approach towards terrorism which is now part of the UN 
counter-terrorism lexicon.  
 
While combating terrorism, we need to adopt a holistic approach that ensures zero-
tolerance towards terrorism.  
 
It goes without saying and in fact it is absolutely essential that measures taken by 
States to combat terrorism comply with all their obligations under international law, in 
particular international human rights, refugee and humanitarian law.  
 
Mr. President, 
 
We need to impart greater momentum to efforts in bolstering the ability of Member 
States to confront this global menace through greater international and regional 
cooperation and capacity building efforts.  
 
India strongly supports all efforts, especially within the purview of the United Nations 
that strengthen international and regional cooperation in the fight against terrorism, 
including efforts aimed at supporting the implementation of the Strategy. I am happy to 
note that this has been the focus of the third review of the Strategy. 
 
We must also continue to strengthen the normative framework at the United Nations.  
 
Time has come for adoption of the Comprehensive Convention on International 
Terrorism which has been pending for a long time. The comprehensiveness of 
implementing the Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy will be enhanced with the 
conclusion of this Convention.  
 
The Convention would also plug loopholes in the international legal framework that UN 
has developed to counter terrorism. As committed in the Strategy, Member States 
should make every effort to reach an agreement on the text and adopt the Convention 
in order to unite behind the global counter-terrorism efforts.   
 
In conclusion, Mr. President, I wish to reassure you that India will continue to effectively 
contribute to UN efforts in countering terrorism and in supporting the implementation of 
the Strategy at the international, regional, sub-regional and national levels.  

 
I thank you, Mr. President. 

                                                            ******* 
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