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Mr. Chairman, 
     

 I want to thank UNDESA for convening this workshop.  In my understanding, 
the answer to the larger challenges of sustainability that we face today lies in technology 
and we need to work and collaborate to harness it.   

 
I am a bit disappointed to see that the attendance in all the sessions since 

yesterday has been rather low.  To be relevant to the discourse and developments on 
technology, we at the United Nations must do our best to lead the conversation and I 
would urge you to try and do your best to enhance the participation of Member States 
and other stakeholders in the upcoming workshops at the end of this month.  

 
The Secretary General has made a very good recommendation on 

operationalising a Technology Facilitation Mechanism by 2013 and we fully support it. 
We should constitute an inter-governmental preparatory working group to work out its 
institutional details.  

 
 I want to inject energy here among all of us in the United Nations to lead the 

conversation on technology for sustainable development. Without harnessing 
technology, we cannot make progress on improving the lives of our people and take 
urgent action on climate change and sustainable development. 
 
Mr. Chairman,  
 

 The second thing I want highlight is that small fixes have generally small 
benefits.  Let me be very clear about this.  You know, every one of us here is carrying a 
smart phone or a similar device and this technology today has spread all over the world. 
There is no country in the world today which is not connected through mobile telephony 
or internet. The internet today is making its presence felt in every nook and corner of 
the world. Globalization has become the order of the day.  These changes have happened 
not because of small ideas but through big transformational changes achieved through 
technology. I am not saying that local action and small scale changes are any less 
important.  But we really need to look at big fixes because the challenges before us are 
gigantic. This demands strong collaborative action. 

 
 And globalization is demanding collaboration. Globalization has given us a lot of 

benefits but in terms of tackling the negatives of it, we need to do a great deal in science 
and technology. And I have little doubt in my mind that much of this effort, the push, 
shove and heave, has to be made in the leading developed countries where innovation is 
not just incubated but taken forward. All the major changes in our lives have occurred 
out here, in the developed world. And we need to find ways and means of getting them 
everywhere. 



 
Yesterday we talked about agriculture and how we achieved food sufficiency. You 

know  if this   idea of green revolution had not been spread through  investment and 
scientific collaboration by the world’s most industrialized and developed countries, so 
many of our countries  would have been basket cases.  This, fortunately, is not the case 
because appropriate technologies were developed here and shared with everyone.  

 
The last presentation talked about HIV Aids. When the Millennium Development 

Goals (MDGs) were being evolved, there must have been something special about HIV 
that it is among the few specific things that finds mention in the MDGs. Today we have 
been able to contain it.  I am not saying we have been able to get rid of it. But how did 
we contain it?   Yes, the lead was taken by the developed countries. And I am not going 
into IPR and related issues.  But let’s look at what the Clinton Foundation did for 
example. They did wonders in getting the solutions to the people through innovative 
approaches including financing.  

  
I therefore again stress the argument of collaboration.   We have to have big ticket 

things done which can only take place in most advanced economies where funds are 
available to undertake scientific research and innovation. Once innovations and 
technologies are evolved or developed, they will reach everyone in the world.  

 
Our first step, therefore, should be to develop solutions and then to find ways and 

means to make them available to everyone.  Of course, we say that innovation must be 
rewarded; innovation must be encouraged but at the same time we must balance it with 
global public good. And we are ready to collaborate in scientific research and 
development, as are other developing countries. These are the kind of thoughts I want to 
leave with you.   

 
I want to once again thank you for having convened this workshop and I want to 

assure you of my delegation’s strong support on the issue of technology collaboration. 
The recommendation made in the SG’s report has our full support and we will do what 
we can for our big call for collaboration.  I think people want to shy away from 
collaboration and that is not something that I would like to see.   

 
Thank you very much. 
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