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STATEMENT BY AMBASSADOR BHAGWANT SINGH BISHNOI, DEPUTY 
PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF INDIA TO THE UNITED NATIONS AT THE 

MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF UNICEF, ON FEBRUARY 03, 2015 
 
 
Mr. President, 
 
I thank you for giving me the floor. I congratulate you on your election as President of 
the Bureau and I wish you all success in your work. 
 
We would like to place on record our appreciation to the outgoing Bureau for their 
commendable role in guiding the work of the Board during the course of the last year. I 
also take this opportunity to express our appreciation for the insightful statements made 
by you Mr. President and the Executive Director.  
 
 
Mr. President, 
 
The 25th Anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, held last December, 
allowed us to take stock of the progress achieved and the challenges still faced for the 
achievement of our common vision of a universal children friendly environment.  While 
notable progress has been registered, the fact is that over 568 million children are still 
living in extreme poverty.  Further, the persisting challenge of inadequate investment 
for their wellbeing is often exacerbated by economic crises, natural disasters and armed 
conflict. 
 
Mr. President,   
 
Home to 472 million children, which is nearly 20% of the world’s child population, India 
remains committed to the development of every child, ensuring his or her rights and 
protection from exploitation.  Maternal and child mortality rates continue to show 
steady improvement and India also continues to be polio free for the fourth year in a 
row.   
 
The recently launched “Beti Bachao Beti Padhao” or “save the girl child, educate the girl 
child” programme in India, is a significant step for ensuring protection of girls, 
increasing their participation in secondary education and their overall development. On 
23rd January 2015, at the nationwide launch, Prime Minister Narendra Modi had said 
that “each one of us has a collective responsibility toward ending discrimination 
against the  girl child, otherwise we would not only be harming the current 
generation, but also inviting a terrible crises, for future generations”. The Prime 
Minister also launched the Sukanya Samriddhi Account. This is a small savings special 
deposit scheme for the girl child.  Guardians can open accounts in the names of minor 
girls.  The account will have a higher rate of interest and will enjoy tax rebates.  The 
deposit will mature when the girl attains the age of 18 years with earlier withdrawals 
being allowed for education. 
 
 
India also continues to implement national flagship programmes for education, 
reproductive and child health, child development, nutrition, protection and water and 
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sanitation to achieve the vision of a “world fit for children”. Restructured schemes, 
including ICDS, provide great opportunities for accelerated progress with greater 
inclusion. Also important is landmark legislation enacted by India to overcome 
challenges posed in areas of child marriage, child labour and child protection.  
 
 
Mr. President, 
 
UNICEF continues to be a “trusted development partner” for program countries.  It has 
its largest overseas presence in India. Its strengths lie in introducing and supporting 
pilot programmes, scaling up innovation, and strengthening government capacity to 
identify gaps and improve implementation.  That being said, we also need to evolve 
clearer guidelines for managing and scaling up the Strategic Plan and its programmes, 
including evaluation. A comprehensive resource mobilization strategy that addresses 
funding concerns, especially for health and education programmes, would enable 
UNICEF to achieve targets in a more responsive manner. Increased allocation is 
required in areas of health and education; these are imperatives for all developing 
countries. 
 
Sound financial health is integral to the effective and efficient functioning of UNICEF. 
As we embark on the Post-2015 development Agenda this year, we welcome the work 
undertaken by the organization to improve financial management.  In this context, the 
timely adoption of a global monitoring and oversight system for activities undertaken by 
country offices and the National Committees will help in bridging functional and 
financial gaps  
 
 
Mr. President,  
 
I would also like to emphasize on the importance of continuing to leverage South-South 
Cooperation in partnering with the countries of the South.  This would be additional to, 
and not a replacement, for North South Cooperation.  
 
 
Mr. President, 
 
Eradication of poverty and special attention to children needs to be central to the Post 
2015 Development Agenda.  This has to be accompanied by focused cross-cutting 
strategies, including capacity development, partnerships, social inclusion and 
knowledge management aligned with national policies and priorities. The objective 
should be to ensure protective and nurturing environments for all the world’s children. 
 
In conclusion, I would like to commit my delegation to constructive engagement with all 
members of the Board in providing effective and responsive leadership to UNICEF.  
 
Thank you. 
 


