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Mr Chairman,  

 
Let me begin by thanking you for your esteemed leadership of the 

Group of 77 this year.   
 
I also wish to take this opportunity to congratulate Algeria who would 

be chairing the Group next year.  As I do so, I am reminded of the Charter 
of Algiers adopted at the First G-77 Ministerial meeting in 1967 that set out 
our common vision, and has ever been a source of inspiration.   

 
India welcomes Nauru as the newest member of the G-77. 

 
Mr. Chairman,  

The founding principles of the G-77 are rooted in the aspirations of 
our peoples to lead a life of dignity and respect.  

 
In today’s extremely uncertain global economic context, our 

development priorities, foremost of which is poverty eradication, face 
innumerable challenges. Developing countries are contending with a global 
environment that is least suited to pursue sustained economic growth.    

 
The global economic and financial crisis was said to over in 2010, or 

at least that was what the developed world wanted us to believe.  The G-
77 was more perspective on the issue and kept reiterating that the crisis 
was far from over. Recent economic doldrums in developed countries stand 
to vindicate our position.   
 

The precepts of development championed by the G-77 have stood 
the test of time, and give us added reasons to believe in our chosen path.    

 
If only the world had taken note of our constant reminder that 

unsustainable pattern of consumption and production in the developed 



world needed urgent course correction, we could have avoided the 
unhealthy debt situation that plagues major economies today.   
 
Mr. Chairman,  

The collective strength of the Group must ensure that the limitations 
of the global financial crisis should not become an argument for shifting 
the focus of the global development agenda away from poverty 
eradication.  
 

At the upcoming RIO plus 20 Conference, this must be our guiding 
parameter. We must seize the opportunity to bring back sustainable 
development to the forefront of global development agenda.  

 
And while doing so, we must seek solutions to energy poverty, 

access to food, natural resource re-generation and the challenges of 
urbanisation in understanding “green economy”, a notion which in our 
opinion is subsumed in the existing framework of Sustainable 
Development.  

 
Means of implementation supported by transfer of technology is 

fundamental to the success of RIO. The “generics” in medicines have 
shown   how flexibility in the IPR regime could be used for greater public 
good. India would advocate a similar template to make Rio a success.    
  
Mr Chairman,  

Financing for development is a critical issue today. The developed 
world is most reluctant to meets its ODA commitments. We saw this 
opposition most vividly during the Istanbul Conference for the LDCs. 
Arguments were made that globalisation had mainstreamed development 
where trade, FDI, remittance, innovative financing had become more 
important sources of development finance than ODA.  

 
We must reject all such assertions which are based on convenience 

rather than any empirical understanding.  
 
There is no substitute for ODA in meeting the Millennium 

Development Goals.  South-South cooperation can only complement and 
not replace North-South Cooperation.  



 
Mr. Chairman,  

The G-77 has been the pillar of the UNFCCC negotiations on Climate 
Change. We must remain united in our pursuit of an outcome that is 
comprehensive, equitable and balanced based on the principles of equity 
and common but differentiated responsibility. A second commitment period 
of the Kyoto Protocol is imperative in this regard.   

 
We must also push for an early implementation of the Cancun 

Agreements including the Green Fund, the Technology Mechanism and the 
Adaptation Committee so as to ensure credible action on all the four pillars 
of the UNFCCC process – mitigation, adaptation, finance and technology. 
India is acutely aware of the existential threat that Climate Change poses 
to the Small Island Developing States and believes that adaptation needs 
of these countries must be met at the earliest.    
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 

It is the bounden duty of the Group to support those who need our 
cooperation the most. India reiterates that the special needs of LDCs, 
LLDCs, SIDS and countries in Africa must be given primacy in the Group’s 
agenda. The Istanbul Programme, the Mauritius Strategy for 
Implementation, the Almaty Programme and the issues deliberated at the 
recently held UN General Assembly meeting on Desertification should 
receive our highest attention.  

 
Last year, we finalised the Access and Benefit Sharing Protocol after 

years of labour. As repository of 80% of the world’s biological diversity, we, 
the developing countries, must now concentrate on its implementation. 
Establishment of the Inter-Governmental Panel on Biodiversity and 
Ecosystem Services to strengthen   science-policy interface would be most 
rewarding in this pursuit.  
  
Mr. Chairman,   
 

 The G-77 was conceived to seek equity and justice in the global 
economic order. In all these years, our steadfast unity and purpose have 



stood us in good stead.  We shall continue to make tireless efforts for a 
better future for our peoples. 

  
Thank you.  
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