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Mr. President, 
 

Let me at the outset congratulate the President of ECOSOC for organizing 
the Integration segment this year and for focusing attention on the central issue 
of achieving sustainable development through employment creation and decent 
work for all.  
 
2. Let me commend the Vice President of ECOSOC H.E. Vladimir Drobnjak, 
Ambassador and Permanent Representative of the Republic of Croatia to the 
United Nations for his excellent stewardship of the programme of the event. 
 
3. Let me also acknowledge all the panelists and speakers for their very 
useful contributions. 
 
4. We have followed the discussions so far carefully and I would like to share 
the views of my delegation briefly on this issue. 
 
Mr. President, 
 
5. If sustainable development is about a balanced achievement of economic 
growth, social inclusion and environmental stewardship, as it surely is, then 
employment generation must fit-in right at the center of it. Without it, arguably 
all the three objectives must remain unattainable. 
 
6. Employment creation and decent work are prerequisites for developing 
countries to harness their demographic dividend. 
  
7. Employment is the bedrock of social inclusion as it opens up opportunities 
for social mobility and upliftment. 
 
8. Employment creation also gives the poor access to resources they need to 
ensure stable and sustainable livelihoods thereby incentivizing a more 
harmonious interface with nature. 
 
Mr. President, 
 
9. Panelists and other speakers at this session have presented and discussed 
several short and long term policy options for sustained employment creation 
and decent work.  
 
10. From the perspective of our developmental experience, let me highlight 
just two – skill development and manufacturing. 



 

 
 
11. For this, I can do no better than to paraphrase what the Indian Prime 
Minister said recently. 
 

 He spoke of nurturing an ecosystem where the economy is primed for 
growth and growth promotes all-round development.  

 

 This development in turn must be employment-generating and 
employment must be enabled by skills.  

 

 Skills should be synced with production and production to be 
benchmarked to quality.  

 
12. He envisions this quality to meet global standards and meeting such 
standards to drive all-round prosperity, which is for the welfare of all.  
 
Mr. President, 
 
13. Development has to result in jobs.  
 
14. What we need is not just more production, but mass production and 
production by masses. In predominantly agrarian societies like India, it is 
important to generate mass manufacturing and foster industrialization in order 
to be able to generate the jobs needed by our young generation. 
 
15. Cognizant of these imperatives, Government of India has taken ambitious 
new initiatives to build India as a destination for world-class manufacturing and 
for skill development to ensure that skilled manpower is available for rapid 
economic diversification and development. 
 
16. Our national manufacturing policy aims to an increase in the share of 
manufacturing in the country’s Gross Domestic Product from 16% to 25% by 
2022 and to create 100 million additional jobs by 2022 in manufacturing sector. 
 
Mr. President, 
 
17. With more than 54% of its total population below 25 years of age, India is 
well poised to reap the proverbial demographic dividend.  However, to do this, 
India’s youth has to be both educated and employable for the jobs of the 21st 
Century. Yet today less than 5% of our potential workforce gets formal skill 
training to be employable and stay employable.  
 
18. To adequately focus on this issue, the new Government has created a new 
Ministry for Skill Development and Entrepreneurship, which is in the process of 
coordinating a new National Skills Mission.  
 



 

 
19. The ambition is to rapidly skill millions of Indian youth in order to enable 
them to partake of the opportunities offered by the rapidly growing Indian 
economy. 
 
20. To conclude Mr. President, let me once again emphasize the importance 
we attach to the issue of employment creation and decent work, both in the 
national policy context as well as in the context of norm setting for international 
cooperation. The latter becomes particularly important as we seek to put in place 
a new development agenda for the coming decade and more.  
 
21. We welcome the focus in SDGs to this issue in the form of a standalone 
goal on economic growth and full and productive employment for all.  
 
22. Our objective in the Post-2015 Development Agenda should be put in 
place and engender systemic reforms geared to enable and support ambitious 
national action to skill and empower youth through employment opportunities as 
a means to attain sustainable development. 
 
I thank you. 
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