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Mr.  President, 

I would like to take the floor to thank UNDP for the comprehensive 
country programme document for India 2013-2017 that has been placed before 
the Board today for consideration. 

Within the overall UNDAF, the current Government of India-UNDP 
country programme provided catalytic impetus to the 11th Five Year Plan 
objectives and various national policies and schemes through advocacy, 
expanded partnerships and the provision of technical assistance. Given this 
context, we value UNDP’s support to our national efforts. 

We note with appreciation the focus in this India country programme on 
the four UNDAF outcomes, namely inclusive growth, governance, sustainable 
development and gender equality. It is also in consonance with the approach 
paper for the 12th Five Year Plan of the Government of India, which has also 
called for ‘faster, sustainable and more inclusive growth.’ 

The CPD is focused on nine states within India where more than 65% of 
people below the poverty line, reside. As such, we hope that it would be able 
to complement Government of India’s efforts in these states in the eradication 
of poverty. We hope that this country programme would draw upon the lessons 
learnt from mid term review of the previous country programme, which had 
pointed out the need to move towards fewer and more strategically focused 
areas of engagement, longer time frames to achieve results, strengthening 
policy advocacy, greater state engagement and field based monitoring. 

We hope that the Government of India-UNDP country programme of 
cooperation will contribute to informing policies, practices and public opinion 
in advancing a stronger inclusive growth driven path and contributing to the 
poverty-alleviation efforts of our national government. 

In our own 11th Five Year Plan, several positive developments have taken 
place towards fulfillment of India’s commitments to inclusive growth, 
sustainable development and gender equality.  We hope that the country 
programme for 2013-2017 can help complement these efforts, and we expect 
UNDP to continue giving support to the thirteen major flagship programmes in 
India through this country programme. Given the scale, reach and capacity of 
such programmes, Government of India is committed to contribute to the 
sustained achievement of key national and globally agreed development goals 
including the MDGs. 



We also hope that UNDP would further build on ‘partnerships’ – as its key 
approach, when looking at implementing this CPD, including a constructive 
engagement with all key stakeholders. Such initiatives, including initiatives in 
South South cooperation would help to develop and sustain strategic 
partnerships that find innovative solutions to address gaps on both the demand 
and supply side of development. 

We also acknowledge with appreciation UNDP’s emphasis to in the 
country programme to focus on Disaster Risk Reduction in a synergetic manner, 
by integrating it into the four major national flagship schemes on health, 
education, roads and employment. We believe that Government’s efforts to 
improve gender equality and inclusive growth through commensurate 
investments is an important area for UNDP, to also contribute.  These must be 
done within the framework of overall National policies and programmes. 

I would like to reiterate our steadfast commitment to the India – UNDP 
strategic partnership agreement that was signed recently and we remain 
committed to supporting UNDP in fulfilling our shared vision for development, 
as we jointly embark upon implementing this country programme.  Thank you, 
Mr. President. 
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